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You can easily convert your next business trip into a pleasure trip by availing 





yourself of American Airlines’ popular Family Fare Plan. Thanks to this novel 
idea of travel, the husband buys a Flagship ticket at the regular price, but his 
wife and children under 22 years of age, each pay only half fare, provided the 
trip is started on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays. It’s the greatest money- 


saving travel package ever 


And you will also find it a real treat to travel American. Americans’ famous 
DC-6 Flagships will give you a new perspective of luxury In spacious seats, 
beside big picture windows, you can relax in comfort as some of the most 
spectacular scenery in the world flashes before your eyes. Miles melt into 
minutes. Meals are delicious and come to you.. no waiting, no fuss. For reser- 


vations, call American Airlines or your Travel Agent. 
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MEXICO’S NATIONAL SAVINGS BONDS 


(Bonos del Ahorro Nacional) 
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MORE THAN 7% INTEREST PER ANNUM 
INTEREST ACCRUES QUARTERLY 
DOUBLES YOUR INVESTMENT IN 10 YEARS 
MAY BE CASHED AT AMY TIME AT PACE VALUE PLUS 
WCCRUED INTERESTS 
COMPLETELY ITAN EXEMPT 
GUARANTEBD CASH VALUE 
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A bond to fit every pocket-book 
Purchase Price Maturity Value 


$ 12.50 $ 25.00 
25.00 50.00 

50.00 100.00 
250.00 $00.00 
500.00 1,000.00 
2,500.00 5,000.00 
5,000.00 10,000.00 
25,000.00 50,000.00 
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YOUR INVESTMENT IS FULLY GUARANTEED 
by the Mexican Government as well as by the real estate and 
industries in which the proceeds of the issue are invested 
BONDHOLDERS MAY RECEIVE 10 TIMES ITS ORIGINAI 
COST 
Every 3 months, one, of a lot of 4000 bonds placed in lottery, 
is chosen. The holder of the bond will immediately receive 10 
umes its value in cash 
PURCHASE THESE BONDS at any bank in Mexico City or 
at the Patronato de! Ahorro Nacional, Balderas 46 


For any additional information, 
please call 10-31-54 
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and enjsay a vacation you ‘LE never forget! 


Take in the Superb SPRING FESTIVALS in Mexico City from APRIL 7 th. to the 15 th. 


See the Allegoric Pageant, the Beauty Queen Parade, the Charro horse- 
manship contests, the gala Bull Fights, the gay Dance Fetes, the Sport Events, the 
Fairs and Night Celebrations in Chapultepec Park, the Regatas and Moonlight 
Fiestas in the Floating Gardens of Xech'milco, the colorful regional Fiestas and Se- 
renades in leading Parks... See Mexico at play, and take part in it yoursel}! 

Come down to a land where endless attractions and different things to dco 
will give you a fresh gay new look at life... You can fish, hunt. goif, ride, dance 
in Mexico. You can travel by air or train, or you can drive perfect roads through 
some of the world’s most breathtaking scenery. Or vou can just laze bchind a pocl, 
or on a sandy beach, or stroll cobble-paved streets in towns that still preserve the 
quaint tradition and architecture of colcnial Spain. And you can choose the climate 





determined by the varied altitudes, to suit your preference, the same as you order a 


meal a la carte. 








And everywhere you ‘Il find first class hotel and restaurant accommodations 
at extremely reasonable prices—set and rigorously enforced by the Direccién General 
de Turismo. 


Now it costs you more to cross the Atlantic alone than to come to Mexico 
with all your family. 
VISIT MEXICO NOW! 


For further information, write to 


DIRECCION GENERAL DE TURISMO 


México City, México 


Avenida Juarez 89 
Cable address: DI-GE-TUR 





VISITORS IN MEXICO: 


Carry back with you the most memorable 


souvenir of your Mexican Visit 


Subscribe to. 


Mexican Life 


Mexico's Monthly Review 
Now in its 27th year of publication. 


A subscription to this unique magazine-the oldest and finest of its 
kind in all Latin America- will renew your Mexican impressions each month 
as well as contribute a great deal toward your knowledge of this country. 


Use the coupon below and multiply your enjoyment of Mexico 


Rates: in U.S. A. or Canada - Two Dollars 50 cents for one year, In 
Mexico 12.00 Pesos. In England and on ihe Continent, Five Dollars. 


Mexican Life 


Uruguey 3 Mexico City Mexico 





pleese send me “MEXICAN LIFE” for cre year, starting with the 
issue. | enclose $ (check or money order). 
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The Problem of Too Much Money 


NDER the normal free play of competition the 
level of prices is determined by supply and 
demand; that is to say, when the supply ex- 
ceeds the demand prices tend to drop, or, vice 
versa, when the demand exceeds the supply prices tend 
to rise. The volume of demand, on the other hand, is 
determined by the purchasing capacity of the popu 
lation or the amount of money it has at its disposal. 
When the supply of money rises above its normal 
level, or, in other words, when the medium of exchange 
exceeds the supply of available goods, prices go up. 

This has been the major contibuting factor in the 
process of price inflation which has affected Mexico's 
economy throughout the foregone decade, reaching 
its acutest stage during recent months. The excess 
of money in circulation has created a seller's market 
and the consequent rise in prices which covers all 
prime necessities of livelihood. Such excess of money, 
however, has not been due in more recent times to In- 
creased national productiveness or to the growing 
wealth of the population. It has developed largely 
through the great influx of dollars from the United 
States—refugee or repatriate money in flight from 
high taxation—sinee the beginning of war in Korea. 

While this precipitated influx has served to eli- 
minate with dramatie suddeness the former problem of 
dollar shortage resulting from an unfavorable foreign 
trade balance, it has created the new problem of ex- 
cessive currency circulation which has accelerated in- 
flation. 

Mevico must therefore find a solution of the prob- 
lem created by too much money—that is, to encounter 
the means of preventing its use for speculation, hoard- 
ing or monopoly, or serving as an instrument of price 
inflation, and of channeling its flow into productive 
enterprise. The problem, in fact, is not that of too 
mueh money-—for Mexico needs capital for the deve- 
lopment of its natural resources, its agriculture and 
industries--—-but of finding for it a productive field 
of investment, of employing it for the veritable en- 
hancement of national wealth. 

The Ministry of Treasure, brilliantly headed by 
Lic. Ramén Beteta, having successfully coped with 
the grave financial problems Mexico has eonfronted 
in recent years, is facing the present problem with 
similar decision and foresight. In its resolve to fight 
inflation on all fronts, the Mexican Government has 
assumed emergency prerogatives that will enable it 
to exercise control over prices, production, profits and 
bank eredits. 

In assuming these sweeping powers, the govern- 
ment pursues not only the immediate aim to reduce 
the volume of currency in circulation but also a long 
range aim to create an effective and permanent means 
of controlling the fluctuations in its purchasing value. 
Adhering to the view that the present monetary ex- 
cess is a transient phenomenon and that with proper 
supervision it ean be changed from a detriment to a 
henefit, the government is following a poliey whereby 


the incoming capital may be permanently preserved 
in Mexico. For this reason it has not resorted to reva- 
luation of the peso in its rate of exchange. 

The aim of the government is to prevent the out- 
flow of this surplus eapital by providing for it oppor 
tunities for safe and profitable investment. With this 
purpose the Ministry of Treasury has created a Na- 
tional Savings Plan which offers bonds at seven per- 
cent interest rates, whose proceeds will go to finance 
new industries. In addition to this, the government 
financing institution, Nacional Financiera, is issuing 
honds with a six percent interest, whose proceeds are 
financing government projects and industrial enter 
prises 

On the other hand, by ‘‘freezing’’ new bank depo- 
sits the Bank of Mexico (the country’s central bank 
of issue) is limiting the credit operations of all such 
private banks whose deposits total ten times the value 
of their eapital 

The greater part of the reserves held by the Bank 
of Mexico is being converted into gold which is freely 
sold to the publie. At least sixty million pesos in sil- 
ver coins of various denominations is being turned out 
monthly by the Mint, a large part of which is with- 
drawn from cireulation through hoarding. 


Through the Secretariat of Economy the govern- 
ment is creating a rigid eontrol of wholesale and re- 


tail prices—fixing them at levels which prevailed at 
the end of last year—which affect such basie food 
products as meats, corn, wheat, beans, potatoes, cook 
ing fats, milk, vegetables, coffee. sugar and rice 

Price controls are to be also exercised over cot- 
ton textiles, leather used in production of footwear, 
wool, coal, copper, sulphur, lumber, rubber, nylon, in- 
dustrial aleohol, iron, steel, cement, petroleum lubri- 
cants, medicines, and low priced motor trucks and 
automobiles. 

The government intends to apply its control over 
all industrial and commercial enterprises engaged in 
the production and distribution of foodstuffs. eloth- 
ing, raw materials that are essential to national indus- 
tries, and goods produced by the major branches of 
national industry, determining ceiling wholesale and 
retail prices on the basis of reasonable profit rates 
Any increase in price will be possible only with spe- 
cifie official authority. 

These are the salient points of the program where- 
by the government intends to eurb the process of in- 
flation which in the course of the last ten years has 
reduced the peso to one fourth of its former purchas. 
ing value. In imposing these sweeping regulations 
upon private enterprise the Mexican Government is 
not creating a precedent. It is following the effective 
examples set by other countries under demoeratie rule, 
where the free play of private initiative, which re 
presents a minority, had been curtailed by government 
supervision so as to serve the interests of the majp- 
rity 
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erown of New Spain. But with 
an air of peetie refinement shaded by huge elms and the introduetion of José Maria Morelos. for whom the 
overlooked by a few stately mansions with grilled fen city was renamed following his martvrdom this most 
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by the trunks of the shade tres. It savored of a by 


arson, murders 
Its palaces and churches were riddled 
Continued on page 56 
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Out of Touch W 


HERE is a lonesome place down the coast below 
Xihuatanejo. A hill stands off into the sea, and 
for ten or fifteen miles on either side the beach 
curves out and away to meet the point. 

The hill is a tall jut of rock, with green trees and 
plants growing thick over its top. Down on its sea- 
base, the rock is clean, red and brown and yellow in 
color, with the waves smashing against the squared 
granite surfaces and the water going high up into 
the air from the blows. Shiny wet crabs run along 
the walls and slips of the rock, following up and down 
the rise and fall of the moving water, the water that 
is blue and green and white in movement. 

Qn top of the hill the wind blows slowly and 
the green plants rustle with its passing. The birds 


By Jennette. 


ith Things 


By Robert S. Engelking 


come skimming by the top of the rock, with their 
wings dark against the sky and light against the sea, 
with their feathers whistling in flight, with their cries 
thin and wiry against the long stillness. Down below 
the sea is far-spread and almost still, going out like 
a floor to the end of the horizon, and the water twists 
slowly into long swirls that leave pale wash-tracks 
lying in rounded dreamy forms aeross the cobalt flat 
ness. 

On either side of the rock the beach stretches 
away, going back to the hills that lie behind. A beach 
is like a life-line; there is a peculiar, solid satisfaction 
to the following of its strip. A faseination lies in 
the surf that rolls up from the sea and comes up onto 
the land and covers it for a little while and then 
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goes back again, so that the land and the sea meet in 
that embroidered line; the fascination comes trom the 
moving waters and from the wet half-lands that lie 
in the surf. Llere is where we came out of the sea 
and Jay around the damp places and breathed the air 
and the water and felt the mud and looked at the 
sunshine, and it is a natural place to be. 

This beach is smooth and white. Its sand lies 
clean in the sun and the water and now and then 
the black husks of cocoanut shells stick up from the 
dunes. The waves rise up high, ten or fifteen or twen- 
ty feet high, and-hang for a moment in a glistening 
clear wall of water, and inside this pale green slab 
are all kinds of fish silhouetted against the light thin- 
ness and swimming like hell. Then the wave-tep gives 
a little tremble and the whole wall comes smashing 
down and the spray goes high into the air, sparkling 
against the sky and the sea, and the foam comes push- 
ing up onto the beach, falling all over itself and 
twisting in and out as it rises. It smells good, with 
a salt-fish smell, a smell that mixes in with the wet 
sand and the hot sleepy sunshine. But when the rains 
come in at night, on those summer nights when the 
rains come in, the beach is a sad place to walk. From 
way over the ligtning flickers along the tops of the 
sierra and the heavy thunder rolls in and out and the 
big drops of rain come dripping down in the dark 
Then the tall warm waves, unseen in the night, strike 
the beach with a sad unavoidable sound and then 
they strike again, and the wet night air trembles 
from the vibration. And the beach stretehes out and 
gets longer and the rain comes down harder and 
then it is very sad walking all by yourself down the 
sand, in the dark 

Behind the beach and the tall rock is a spit of 
land and then the lagoon. The land is flat and covered 
with brush and trees. When there is rain, the land 
is green and lush, and when the rains stop, the land 
turns dry and erumbling and hot under the steady 
sunshine. The lagoon that it holds is filied with cot 
fee-colored water, sweet to taste, that lies still with 
no ripples on its top. All around the edges of the 
lagoon thiek bushes grow out of the water, bushes 
with lean, smooth mudsucking roots that go straight 
down, through the air and through the water and 
down into the bottem mud. In the spaces between 
the bushes where the sun shines down, and where 
no-one can see, the alligators crawl up onto the mud 
bank and turn around and lie down in the warm slime 
At night the fish jump out of the water and 
fall back again making a sudden splash in the dark 
In the wintertime the geese and cranes and long 


to rest 


necked dueks and Larzas and the other birds come 
flying in and sit in the branches over the black water 
and call to each other and rustle feathers and spread 
their wings out to dry in the sunshine 

Beyond the inside edge of the lagoon, the land 
turns up into the mountains, high mountains that run 
along the coast, saw-toothed mountains that ¢limb 
higher and higher as they fall back from the. sea. 
Up along the tops, there are small white-tailed deer 
no bigger than a sinall sheep; there are parrots, green 
and sereeching, and all sorts of creatures 

But down back of the tall rock, between the beaeh 
and the lagoon, was the town. It was a small town; 
there were only-nine or ten houses in all. The houses 
were made of mud and wattles, with dirt floors that 
were beaten down, tight smooth, with high straw that 
ehed root's up over them to keep them cool Their 
framework was of wooden poles lashed together with 
vines and creepers; the rafters inside were black with 
smoke from the. eooking fires. On the outside the 
wattles and straw had turned dry and light-grey and 
brittle from the sun and wind, and the elay pots and 
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clothes were hanging out along the thatch to dry. 
From the inside of the houses came a pleasant sweet- 
ish smell of people, mixed in with smells of cooking 
and fish and woodsmoke and grease. In the dark 
of the inside the fires glowed red, with each coal show- 
ing by itself. 

Lig clay pots filled to the top with water stood 
close to the wall. Pieces of meat and sides of fish 
were hung off the rvof poles to dry and to smoke. 
Frijoles cooked on the fires’ and chickens and pigs 
and eats and dogs wandered in and through the hou- 
ses. Outside the ground was worn smooth where the 
animals and the people had walked around and sat 
down and moved about; the dust turned thick and 
soft there in the dry months. Baek of the houses there 
were patches of corn and banana, with brush fences 
holding them in, away from the stock 

At the base of the hill, where the beach bent in 
and back, the sway made a cove where the high water 
| 


was broken and where the canoes could put in and 


out. The big dugouts were drag 


c 
ed up clear on the 


clean sand; they lay there all ready, their noses point 
ed out to sea with palin log rollers under them, set 
to roll them down to the water, 

Over on the other side of the houses, a hundred 
yards or so away, Was a landing for the lagoon boats. 
Ilere there was no clean sand but only logs and smooth 
mud to push away from 
ler and shallower, not sea-going, and little boys were 
always hanging around looking at the canoes and 
fooling with the paddles and swimming in the water 
They would yell and splash and duek each other and 
their naked little tails would bob up and down in 
the water and they did not mind the mud et all. 

There were about a hundred people living here in 
all, about nine or ten families. Everybody had a good 
time. They were tall, thin, kinky haired people, made 
for fishing, and their blood was negro and Indian and 


Hlere the dugouts were smal- 


Spaniard, mostly negro, Among them there was no 
money to speak of. No-one bought anything and every 
one lived very simply, without worrying too much 
over non-essentials 
When a baby was born the old women would 
‘ome over and midwife and then the baby would be 
wrapped up in a clean piece of cloth and nursed, and 
in a few months he would be eating fish and riee and 
frijoles like everybody else. He would erawl around 
on the mud floor of his house and then aeross into the 
dusts sunshine of the ground outside and his knees 
and hands would be dirty and chubby. As he got older 
he would stop sleeping with his mother and. start 
sleeping with his brothers and then he would go swim 
ming in the lagoon and then he would get bigger and 
go out fishing with the men and start drinking char 
randa and wearing pants. Then he would get a woman 
and take her up the coast to marry her, if they felt 
like going to the trouble. and they would come back 
and have a few babies. All of them would live in one 
of the houses—along with his or her brothers and 
sisters and aunts and other relatives—and life would 
goon very smoothly for the most part. Then he would 
get his own boat and do his own fishing and heeome 
independent. In the nights he would sleep in his shirt, 
with his wife sleeping next to him and holding on to 
him, both of them lying on a mat on the ground with 
the warm night wind going over them and _ resting 
them 
In the daytime he would work a little bit and 
talk to the other boys and rest and smoke little cigars 
and fish and lie in his hammock when the sun got 
hot. If he was Incky and stayed alive, away from ar- 
guments, he lived to be an old man with white hair 
and black skin; he would sit out in the sun and walk 
Continued on page 62 
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By Arthur Zaidenberg 


We the Poor (and You Only You) 


By Herbert Joseph Mangham 


started north nursing a mild murder impulse. My 

six-month Mexiean tourist permit was expiring, 

and the only way to prolon ve one’s stay under the 

present law is to eross the border and reenter on a 
new one 

Then there was my finances A check I had put 
through three wee ks before had not vet been collected 
Another | expected had not arrived. So I had 400 pe 
sos to pay for the rather extensive trip I had mapped 
out At the current rate a peso is worth 11.5 cents; 
one cent I could have 
borrowed but after living down here awhile, if one 


American equals 8.65 eentavos. 


doesn't go native and borrow right and left, one gets 
a psychopathic horror of the whole business. 

To add that polishing Latin touch, the village 
tailor to whom | had given my traveling suit for mi 
nor repairs three weeks before hadn't even pressed it 
So | had to go to Mexico City looking like a tramp 

I did not want to ive up the stopovers I had 
planned, SO, | decided, if I Was poor I would travel 
like the poor, I would use second elass buses: they 
are cramped and crowded, but they make their des 
tinations on schedule. T would stop in casas de hues 
pedes, which are a cross between a cheap hotel and a 
rooming house. | would eat in cheap restaurants and 
the markets: this requires caution and a traveler’s 
eye, because indifference and a fearsome catalog of 
diseases dwell with the tropieal poor. 
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Great-Great- 
Granddaughter 
of a Noble 


By Hudson Strode 


Water Color. 


URING our visit in Patzeuaro, Sefor Sanchez 
took us to an atelier run by a dark-skinned 
woman who held her head high and whose 
manner was quite impressive, and withal gra- 

cious in her way. She came from a scion of Spanish 
gvrandees. Iler great-great-grandfather was an eight- 
eenth-century count who had taken an Indian girl 
to wife. The house we stopped at had been inherited. 
Because the wheat fields and the mines had passed 
into other hands long ago, the woman had set up a 
workshop for laequer ware and filled her drawing- 
room with showeases. This being Sunday, the work- 
shop was not in operation. But halt-grugingly, as if 
she were stooping to do aliens a favor, the proprie- 
tress permitted us to enter. At first sight of her 1 
immediately thought of Paxinou, the Greek actress, 
in her role of Pilar in For Whom the Bell Tolls. There 
was the proud earriage, the amused scorn, the good- 
looking homeliness. Perhaps the darker duskiness of 
complexion made the eyes of the Mexican woman more 
smoldering, if with less reason or purpose than those 
of Paxinou’s Pilar. 


By Ange! Zamarripa. 


Through a reception vestibule we stepped into a 
patio that was so thickly embowered in foliage that 
you could not squeeeze along the narrowed paths with- 
out some exotic branch reaching out to clutch at your 
sleeve or to whisper against your ear. Green was the 
overwhelming predominant note—green in every 
shade, from a dank and waxy blackish green to the 
ethereal green of a plant I had never known 

“Up there on the roof at the back we do our 
work,’’ ithe woman said, indicating a flight of narrow 
stone stairs. ‘‘Part of the roof is covered—for rainy 
hours. The workers do better in the open air. Those 
at the edges can look down into the garden to rest 
their eves. The others can look off to the mountains 
town affords. No men. IT want no men about. Men 
are troublesome to manage. Some of them have am 
bition, and that is tiresome, for in time they would 
try to run the shop.’’ She thrust out her chin against 
masculine opposition. ‘‘The girls are very clever. I 
have taught them the best traditions of laequer-mak- 
! have ten girls. They are all experts—the best the 
ing. I pay good wages. I give them an appetizing 
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lunch, and they like to work here. Would you care 
to see some of our products?’’? She turned, and led 
the way diagonally down one of the jungle-thick paths 
to the room that had once been the drawing-room 

‘A eonsiderable sense of self-importance,’’ Thé- 
rése commented sotto voce as the woman entered her 
showroom like a grande dame become businesswoman 

or was it a businesswoman simulating the grande 
dame? 

With a gesture that was both executive and ele- 
pant, she threw open some solid blinds and let the 
light stream in through ironbarred grillwork. Where 
divans onee stood were now showeases full of lae- 
The woman took her position behind the 
longest showease like a presiding deity unimpressed 
with the reactions of human beings of"any category. 
While we bent to admire this piece and that, she held 
her head in the clouds 

Senor Sanehez remarked that | was in Mexico for 
the third time, gathering material for a history of 
the nation | was writing. The woman’s ehin lifted 
a trifle more. She looked at me over the showcase 
top with a cool scrutiny. Then with a gesture of not 
believing anything much would come of it, she reached 
under a shelf and brought out two slim paper-bound 
‘If you are really writing a book about 
this land, these may be of some service to you. This, 
a brief but accurate history of the town. This, nota- 
tions on my family and my workshop.’’ She handed 
the books over the showease. ‘They were prepared 
by men of distinetion from the University of Mexico. 
With my compliments, senor ied 


quer ware 


brochures 


‘Senor Strode is himself a professor in a univer- 
sity in the United States,’’ Sefior Sanchez hastened 
to inform her. 

The woman regarded me again, elevated her eye- 
brows, and made a slight and noneommittal bow. ‘‘In 

‘ase he should be able to appreciate the better 


formation in these pages.”’ 


You flatter me, sefora. Mil gracias,”’ hanked 


‘ 


her with a studied bow and a hint of 

She acknowledged the bow, and 
the grin with a slight drooping of her ; 

Wagus had discovered two stunning cigarette 

in magenta laequer and asked the 
in took up one ol the boxes. easn 
» call attention to the ereamys 
rior workmanship of the hinges 
How mueh ked 
if touching or 

bigure 

much or the two 


woman tamed precisely double the 


two would TP oneot : a discount?”* W 


at the if womatl 

ceptible SCO} re is one of each 
niece. TI = does not change—-by the pair, or by 
the hur a4 The dusky Senandant at : 
noble é \ riled Hy her inftleetion 
Menton « onev was hardly see ] 
ed a work of art created in her 
] 


was utterly degrading 


Wagus was not in the least put out of counter 
ries Ile renouw ced the imminent transaetion bv set 
tling both the boxes baek with eavalier emphasis. No 
hargain, no trade, with Wagus 

Thérése and | both had fixed om eves on two 
identical cigarette boxes in a rich oyster-white lae 
quer. They were smartly and immaculately unadorn- 
ed and as smooth in texture as a gardenia petal. We 
knew instantly that they belonged on a certain Swed- 


ish table in our living-room The price was high for 
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Mexico, but small for a shop like Jensen’s in New 
York, where they might happily have found them- 
selves. 

‘*T trust you do not mind making a sale on Sun- 
day,’’ | suggested, though I noted no sign of demur- 
ring. As she shrugged philosophically, | added quick- 
ly, ‘‘ We have come a long way, and this is our only 
opportunity to possess such treasures.’’ 

She appreciated my tact and tore off a sheet of 
the newspaper she had already reached for. Wrapping 
the boxes neatly, she tied them with twine expertly 
and economically 


Whe i lloag 


and decided to buy the boxes Wagus 
proprietress east a slanting glance 
got even by adjusting his pince-nez 
; pretending to detect a defect on 
of one f the boxes 
turned when we saw Senor Sdnchez bow 
j Isl¥ toward the doorway A bent and 
Witheres woman stood there, looking like a wrink 
led twist of tohbaeeo wrapped in a lavender shroud 
Squinting as if her eyesight was not of the best, she 
emerged into the room like a disembodied spirit 
“Mi madre, la Sefora de la This de la That,’’ 
the woman announced. We bowed. The old lady rais 
ed her bent head, looked toward us, and bowed vera 
ve V as we murmured ‘*Tlow do you do?’? 


se hor 


** These people are SAnchez 


said. in a manner to suegest that he hoped we honored 


Americans,”’ 
the house by our presence 

Americans before,’’ the old lady 
said TI ith a gesture ot smoothing back her un 
white hair that looked tenipest-tossed 
on this still afternoon, she added graciously, ‘‘You 


! . 
Kempt mane ot 


are weleome.”’ But she did not add ‘*Esta casa es 


‘Would vou pe rmit the visitors to see vour won 
i } ora?’’? Se hor Sanchez asked ingra 
sincerely Interested in all phases 
addressed the old lady 
questioning \ toward 
ward Thérése. ‘* Would 
chen. se nora 


it 


it’s convenient 


noniously 


roofed gall] 


roht 
greenery. There was an o1 
Ceramic jars and old bateas rubv-eolor 
1 and antique painted chests with wrought 
silver aOcKSs And i 


hanging nN the vaguely cle ined 
boundary , 


hetween patio and kitehen were two bird 
eages, one with two eanaries and the other with 
single Mexiean moekinebird. 


As if in our honor, the old lady put her face elose 
to the eanaries and made sipping sounds. The pair 


Continued on. page 52 
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Patterns of an Old City 


THE MAN WHO ARRESTED TIME 


EMORY functions some times by means ot 
incidental and was ward associations or con- 
notations. A fleeting waft of perfume, a 
glimpse of a passing face in the street, an 
odd gesture or a remark made by someone, a tune 
of an old song, the savour of a dish, the peculiar shape 
of a tree, a rock or a cloud—any odd or common- 
place experience or sensation might bring back the 
memory of something that had been forgotten long 
ro, bring it baek sharply and lend it a new and pre 
viously unpereceived significance, 
Enjoying not jong ago an excellent glass ol 
umontillade in the company of some easual friends 
a quite pleasant company which did not, however, 
compel ny total absorption it occurred to me that 
i had not savoured this particular kind or wine in many 
years and that its peculiar taste and aroma were 
associated with other and quite different experiences 
in my past. And then, through the deviating course ol 
hiehory, the image of don Artemio intrusively emet 
ged in my mind 
Don Artemio died years ago and | attended his 
funeral. Ile was taken in an ornate hearse from the 
stately mansion in Colonia Roma and buried in’ the 
femily erypt on the Hill of Tepevaec. lis death, as 
remember it now, had about it a sense of wholly i 
fivality. Ile was in his eighties; his life’s task had 
definitely finished vears before; his lusty vitality wa 
irreparably undermined through months of wasting 1 
ness and his avidity had reached its culminating point 
No death ean be totally unmourned: though in} 
I would i Ie the attenadan mourning 
evoked De 
ing remindes 
meral and finite 
And vel L belies . 
Was not merely in obeisance of priety and thi in 
his passing l actualis sensed ! vriet of personal 
loss. | cannot say that we had ever been truly close 
friends, his venerabie his highly pecullar 
‘roand the insurmountable distance between 


eur respective positions naturally rendered — such 


friendship Impossible though oceasiot ally over a ye 
riod of years, | enjoyedqhis friendly hospitality. Very 
old people harboring a storehouse of aceumulated 
knowledge and experience, embodying, so to speak, 
in their person the survival of a vanished world —are 
likely to arouse in one a feeling of wonder, and if 
they preserve a mental vitality and are articulate 
they ean he singularly stimulating companions. In 
fact, T am quite sure that don Artemio was one of 
the very few invariably stimulating persons T have 
Ilis personality had the subtle opulence, 
the hidden puissance and the mellow and dry pungen 


ev of the very fine old wine he so kindly shared with 


ever know n 


me 

I met him in the terrace of a Cuernavaca hotel 
where I was spending a weekend. We were sitting 
in wicker chairs under the arches, both immersed in 
our reading, when of a sudden he closed his book 
and turning to me remarked in an offhand way some 
thing, about the enduring friendship of 
“This, T ‘ve been reading,’’ he said. ‘‘Aristotle’s es- 
says—-the one on Nieomachean Ethies. It is as com 


books 


forting as an old worn garment. You read it again 
every so often and it is always new 


By Howard S. Phillips 


So our coneersation did not begin with the usu il 
reference to weather. [I remember that I was some 
What taken aback by his remark, for there was little 
iw his appearance that would indicate an intellectual 
turn of mind. Rather tall and thin, with a 


head fringed by smooth white hair and a long narrow 


elossy bald 


fuce with steadfast black eves, he looked | almost 


anv well-to-do Mexican gentleman whose i | been 


spent in a not too exhausting pursuit o nh nore com 


mon worldly rewards. **llow poor, 


those never discovered’ the benignant Te 
ship of bo 1e fellowship that is unfailingly | 
and never obtri and that ean be put aside at 
will 

y 

this started us off on a conversation that lasted through 
the rest of the afternoo was a very pleasal 
ternoon though in some vay his talk fected me 
disconcertingly, for while nothing of the bool 
ish about it, it revealed ; rofound and variegated 


aequired iN 


intelligence i kind o 
dom. which 

I spent a large 
company at d when ' ning bade him good 
bye, he suggested th; ] looked 


him up in the city 


close 
were living 


o le 


was 1 
had sacrifieed 
aim of possessing power, 
one preeminent possession ca thing for t loss 
of eve rytl ing else Ilis ames ! ‘ vital 
premises of a normal lite ’ i 
bacle when the fortress he had In " ! f and 
so dauntlessly defended collay | lor t} assail 
Ing toe 

But now that the bhattk 
and shouting had subsided 
echoes. in his serene retire 
merely the food for peacel 
quil mediation, the academic t} 
There was no admission of defea 
His personal failure did not in 
faith or the surrender of his principles 
achronistically a century behind his. tit 
forlorn in a world that had east him o 
wherein he had no footing. he preserved eranitie 

Continued on page 43 
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The Day Begins at Four 


HOOTING quail in Yueatan is quite different 

from the same sport in the United States. For 

several reasons. Take, for example, the tropical 

and humid climate. From November to Mareh, 
the coolest part of the year in Yucatan, the temper- 
ature from nine a.m. to five p.m. is likely to be good 
and high, hence we get up about four hours after mid- 
night. This permits us to seek a lively open-all-night 
eating place facing the central plaza, where our com- 
rades rendezvous. 

Quail are abundant everywhere in the hemp fields 
the best places may take an hour by auto from the 
city of Merida, which is the capital of the state with 
a population of 80,000. The rainy season, it might be 
interpolated, provides protection to wild life and ae 
counts for perpetuation of many species despite guns 
and trapping. 

The choicest shooting is where expansive fields 
of young sisal hemp are less rocky and best cultivated 
When I say less rocky, T mean acreage which is smooth 
looking from a_ distance, but nevertheless presents 
footing full of treacherous holes, some of them very 
deep. Craggy chunks which look solid, but tip over 
when you step on them add to the hazards. As to 
enultivation, this onlv signifies that the ground bet 


By Stewart J. Walpole 


ween rows of henequen plants has been cleared to 
some extent of the lush tropical spiny bushes and 
tough vines. Put at the best, there is a tangled mass 
of new vegetation, plenty high enough to make pro- 
gress without many a hard fall more an answer to 
prayers than to any exercise of judgment. 

At four-thirty a.m, we should be on our way, 
usually in an open car and generally on a good piece 
of hard road, permitting thirty miles an hour safely. 
One of the first things you learn about the tropies 
on your initial trip is that in the wee hours traveling 
in an open car is a shivery experience unless vou wear 
a good overcoat or are prepared to wrap yourself in 
a blanket. 

Well fortified with steaming black coffee against 
the chill of the morning, our little party is soon be- 
yond the city limits. We chug along without being 
able to see the stone walls which line and enclose all 
hemp fields, heeause here, as elsewhere, it is always 
darkest just before dawn. Somehow it has always 
seemed to me that anywhere twenty degrees north 
or south of the equator, the stars are more numerous 
and nearer than in the temperate zones. This night 
no moon detracts from the brillianee of the Milky 
Way and other familiar constellations. When vou are 
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in so flat a situation, you see stars not only overhead, 
but also around you, down to the very horizon in every 
direction. 

Whether it is atmospheric conditions peculiar to 
Yucatan or sometinng else, you do see lnore blue, red, 
yellow, and silver seintillations, and orbs that glow 
interimittentiv all over the cloudless SKY. No matter 
how prosaic one may be, he cannot altogether fail to 
react emotionally to the galaxy ol a clear tropical 
night. The most unimpressionable person feels the 
beauty even if he does not rise to sentimental expres 
slon, 

linally, we discern a group of three spectral figu 
res and halt when we reach them. They prove to be 
two little brown-skinned Maya men and the major 
domo, or overseer, of the plantation, who comes to econ- 
vey the welcome of his chief, who is unable to join 
us, but seeks our honorable company at the casa gran- 
de when convenient to us. 

The guns are assembled in the glare of the head- 
lights and we fill our belts with shells of French manu- 
facture, hang game bags on the Indians, who also 
carry our water containers and extra ammunition. 
They seem oniy passively interested, but are cheerful 
enough. This reminds me that these Mayas never ap 
pear to be curious about the affairs of white people 
You seldom feel that they notice what you wear or 
care how you comport yourself. 

The dogs, pointers preferred, because they stand 
the climate better than setters, are in rear carrier and 
have a comfortable ride. It may seem surprising to 
many, but Yucatan sportsmen demand stylish field 
performers. When the amplitude of game is consider 
ed, this is quite a commentary on the sportsmanship 
of the shooters. The dogs must possess keen seenting 
powers, gay carriage, good pace, and range adapted 
to the character of the cover. The bird dogs of Yu 
catan are nowadays bred from stoek of the best Umted 
States strains, and trained loeally. Formerly, my 
friends there imported from France and Spain, but 
European dogs, although handsome and reliable. ar 
slower in action and less animated afield. 

While our party is busy getting organized. seve 
ral blanket-enveloped Indians going at a dog trot have 
passed us with a murmured ‘‘Buenos dias. Sefores.’’ 
These are workers in the processing of hemp at one 
of the local haciendas and their labor in the fields 
and factories begins at dawn. As many of them must 
come several miles, their day is long enough, even if 
they do return to their thatehed chozas at noon 

In some respects, Mayas are very fortunate. Be 
cause they are content with simple food and clothing 
they have no hopeless ambition to accumulate words 
possessions. But a wife that is a wife must be expert 
in grinding corn to make the masa for tortillas and 
always nave the hath and change of white cotton cloth 
ing ready. 

The ensemble of a male is a pair of sandals, a 
straw hat, a garment serving as pants resembling 
shorts, a shirt worn like a Chinaman’s ecoat—that is. 
not tueked in—and a small colored apron lashed around 
the waist and falling to just above the knees. One 
thing ahove all pleases you about these descendants 
of a mighty race. They are absolutely devoted to soap 
and water. Men, women, and children keep themselves 
metienlously clean 

Yueatan is se flat a country it only seems a mo 
ment after the first streaks of old Sol shoot up in the 
east hefore it is hroad daylight. Now we ean see im- 
mense fields of small henequen. stretching awav so far 
as the eve ean reach in all directions, broken here and 
there with patches of montes, a name which describes 
thiekly growing small trees that often shelter and 
maintain mixed-breed eattle 
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A few words here about henequen, sometimes Call- 
ed ‘‘Green Gold,’’ because it has in the past brought 
much of the precious metal to the peninsula. Llenequen 
looks like what we call the Century plant. It finally 
reaches ten feet or more in height, and from its thick 
sword-pointed and saw edged leaves IS produced a 
long iibre used very extensively fo binder twine and 
ship cordage. 

The most satisfactory shooting is to be had in ter- 
ritory where the henequen crop has reached not more 
than a foot of vertical growth. It is a marvel that 
dogs are able to negotiate these fields without serious 
harm. A dog cannot advantageously run between 
rows; he must frequently leap. One is reminded of 
the grace of the porpoise or hurdling of grey-hounds 
when bird dogs are quartering. For the most part, it 
is possible for the shooters to follow straight paths 
which are wide and much easier to walk than through 
the hazardous rows between plants, 

In selecting a field of henequen for our hunt, after 
consideration of the cover and footing, we have been 
mindful of the direction of the wind. There is so much 
country and so many birds that it is easy to work 
into the wind for several hours with only an occasio 
nal interrupting wall. These barriers are about tive 
feet high and are made with stones from the fields 
They are not hard to get over; if you are riding a 
horse, one of the Maya helpers puis down enough 
wall to let you pass and then piles it up again 

Each of our party is clad in starched white cot 
ton and high boots or puttees The latter sometimes 
reach up well above the knees as a protection against 


thorns and snakes. We wear eotton because it is cool 
est it is starched so i are easier to see and 
brush off 

Now, speaking of insects, the worst ol 


pone 


is the garrapata, a creature almost microse ‘ 
invidious as our own tick er chigger. llowever, 

you learn not to enter montes where cattle are or have 
been, you are not so likely to beeome the host to a 
thousand roomers and boarders. If the garrapata re 
aches your skin, it immediately burrows in and until 
it is safe ly enseoneced you do not feel any discomtort 
You are not conscious of anything crawling on you 
and until the intolerable iteh begins, you may not be 
aware oF your predicament As to snakes it is com- 
monly said that a visitor to the shores of Yueatan 
| almost 


sick about vipers and then forgets them entire v! As 


spends the first few weeks worrying himselt 


a matter of fact, exceedingly few white men are bit 
ten, but a good many of the barelegged Indi: 

to grief beeause they spend so mt eh time i 

] 


and their abbreviated clothing lends no 


That henequen fields are much infested 
variety of big and little venomous snakes IT know 
And. too, the gov 


ernment offers a substantial reward for bringing ‘em 


a number of startling experiences 


hack dead 

During the dry season one must be most eareful 
about smoking while traversing the fields, which eould 
burn for miles and do immense damage. Our host 
doesn’t smoke at all, not on account of the fire danger 
but heecause he savs ‘‘it disgusts the dogs.’’ 

The pair of dogs are just as eager to begin hunt 
ing as any vou ever saw, but so perfeetly are they 
trained that they wait for orders. We elimb the wall 
and ju p down. Our two Indians hand over the load 
ed guns and give the dogs a boost. We face the slight 
but steady breeze and follow the dogs hich quarter 


everv bit of wround heeause the plantation mav hold 


At this hour you will hear many 


a bevy anvwhere 
ealls of ‘*Bohb toh White.’’ but owing to the aeoustie 
is Mffieult to locate exactly the souree 


i I 


One explanation of this is that underly 
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ing much of this country are untold miles of eaverns, 
some dry, but many containing enormous lakes or un- 
derground rivers. Often you tread on a piece of lime- 
stone that the impact of your hobbed boots tells you 
is but a thin cover of a cave 

Until the sun is a few degrees above the horizon, 
the vegetation is cozy and dripping with dew. As you 
look over the field with the dise at your back, leaves 
and stalks refleet the prismatic colors from a myriad 
of globules. By fixing your mind on your starched 
clothing you can avoid getting soaked, exeept your 
footwear, which must needs be well oiled to keep the 
water out. 

Between guarding against a tippy rock, watching 
for treacherous holes, avoiding the stiletto points of 
the henequen and the spines of cut-down little locust 
trees, all the while watching for a possible six-foot- 
long rattler, you are reasonably busy, Of course, we 
are now speaking of one of our first ventures. Any- 
one may acquire in time a certain technique in evading 
spears; he becomes a skillful acrobat balancing on 
rolling stones, and he ean spot concealed holes by the 
peculiarities of the vegetation that surrounds them. 

Other handicaps in all this shooting territory are 
the thousands of sharp little stumps of small trees 
which have been cut off about six inches above the 
ground. They are vicious obstacles, but thanks be, 
you soon learn to sense their exact location by the 
lighter color of the vines which hide them. 

The dogs are wearing boots on all fours. From 
the beginning of their days afield they have had their 
pads toughened by regular soaking in the juice of sour 
oranges. Ths is a useful treatment, but does not suf- 
fice. Even the thick sole of the moccasin type of boot 
is frequently piereed by a thorn and the abrasive cha- 
racter of limestone makes the footwear problem rather 
constant and expensive. 

Now for a more cheerful picture! Fortunately you 
seldom go more than ten minutes at a time without 
seeing one of the dogs making game and snapping into 
a stylish point. Usually bevies are large enough to 
ceive all of us at least two shots apiece, and then fol 
lows the customary excitement incident to the retriev- 
ing aet. Beeause these immense fields are so uniform 
in appearanee you will have little idea, within forty 
vards, of where your bird fell if you momentarily take 
your eye off the spot. Should your bird get so far as 
one of the aforementioned montes before dropping 


Always 
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and you go in to direct the dog’s search, you are sure 
to get a dose of garrapatas. Unless you brush your- 
self quickly, a multitude of the critters will have ta- 
ken lodging and no mattes how careful you are a few 
cf them escape detection. 

Well, we give the panting dogs a drink and took 
at their feet; also make a careful inspection of their 
eyes, for garrapatas have a special liking for the ten- 
der membrane of the lids, and are eapable of creating 
an ugly sore spot. 

liere we seldom hunt singles. For two reasons: 
There are plenty of bevies and secondly, because the 
birds flushed and shot at invariably fly considerable 
distances or go into little patches of thick woods. By 
six o’-clock-in the morning, remember, we have stop- 
ped for shooting at least twelve times and the sun’s 
slanting rays are slowing up the dogs and making us 
perspire freely, 

Probably there are few places in the world where 
the spirit of romance is more readily awakened than 
here in Yueatan, where a thousand years ago there 
existed a great civilization. Our shooting today has 
been over a plantation ealled San Pedro, and this loea- 
tion is marked on archaeological maps as the site of a 
former city. Here and there on this place are mounds 
reaching thirty feet high. They are planted with he 
nequen just as uniformly as all the level part and are 
clothed with the same kind of verdure. From a dis- 
tance there is nothing about these hillocks to suggest 
the artificial or hand of man, but when -you eross one 
of them you see they are composed of cut stones, and 
should you look carefully you are sure to find orna- 
mental shapes and blocks bearing bas-relief sculpture. 
On this spot once stood a small temple, a monument 
to the vanity of the priests or nobility of a lost civili- 
zation. 

You might think, since Yueatan is not well known 
as a sporting area, that quail shooting there would 
lack some of the amenities that we expect from our 
companions afield at home. But one of the first things 
I found as a guest of Yucatan sportsmen was that no 
pleasant gesture was omitted. Don Felix Sanchez is a 
capital marksman, but he praised my poor shooting 
and when [ missed a very easy one, he offered an 
alibi for me. Nor is anyone careless with his gun, 
either on account of his own party or an Indian pass 
ing seemingly out of shotgun range. 

Continued on page 


By Walter W. Stephen 


OME day the tomes of wise men will be one 


With the forgotten books of Babylon, 


And yet... 


a fool ean strum a haunting strc“ 


That will endure while any ground is greer 
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Mexico's Gift to Venezuela 


S an eloquent symbol of international amity 

and of the historical background which binds 

the nations of Latin America, Mexico made 

a gift to the people of Venezuela in the form 
of a monument to the great hero of its national inde- 
pendence, José Maria Morelos y Pavon. Occupying a 
prominent site in the city of Caracas, this monument 
was officially presented at an impressive ceremony 
which was attended by high government officials, the 
diplomatic corps and a large gathering of the popu- 
lace, by Lic. Fernando Casas Aleman, Chief of the 
Department of the Federal District, in representation 
of President Aleman. 

The work of Juan Olaguibel—who has also ex- 
ecuted the monuments to Morelos in Cuernavaca and 
at the Morelos Dam in Baja California, as well as the 
famous figure of Diana over the fountain facing the 
entrance to Chapultepec Park—the monument which 
now stands at Caracas is one of the finest examples 
of this artist’s work. 

The highly significant speech delivered by Lue 
Casas Alemin at the unveiling of this monument, which 
defined the salient act of the impressive ceremony, is 
herewith reproduced in English translation 


** Distinguished listeners: 

With solemn reverence I crossed the limpid sky 
of America to come to this generous Venezuelan soil 
and to fulfill before its noble people the high mission 
implicit in this ceremony, which for me means more 
than a formal act, for it bears the significance of 
strengthening and deepening day after day the bonds 
of friendship which are so necessary among those who 
must regard themselves as being united by a common 
destiny. 

And my satisfaction is manifest in the high pri- 
vilege bestowed upon me to be the bearer of most cor- 
dial greetings which are sent to you by President Mi- 
guel Aleman, the hardy champion of our cause in Me 
xico and the sincere participant in all the problems 
which affect the life of our brothers in the New Con- 
tinent. 


On a day of indelible remembrance the City of 
Mexico adorned itself in gala dress to celebrate an 
event whose transcendent significance deeply moved 
the hearts of our people. On that day the equestrian 
statue of the great liberator Bolivar, wherewith your 
generosity honored us, was unveiled upon one of the 
main glorietas of the Paseo de la Reforma. We ren- 
dered it the warm tribute of our admiration not only 
because it perpetuates his memory, but also because 
on that site remained the symbol, the great lesson 
with all its austere significance, which must be heeded 
by the generations to come who in times of severest 
trial will stalwartly foregether before ii in order to 
reaffirm their concept of the honor to be sovereign 
and free, 

And as to ourselves, each time we pause in front 
of his eminent figure we seem to hear the words he dir- 
ected to General Santander in 1825: ‘TI will do all I 
ean for America, and later, even if it all should perish, 
I will scorn all the world’s offers for my glory.’ Such 
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Monument to José Maria Morelos y Pavén. executed by 
Juan Olaguibel. who stands at its side, which was 
presented by Mexico to Venezuela. 


unselfishness, such renunciation of personal interests, 
have been and will be in our conscience an inexhaus- 
tible source of inspiration in so far as they refer to 
the cherished interests of our own Fatherland 
Because of this we are grateful to you, and be 
cause of this we wish also—in the aim of loyal reei- 
procity—to confide to the trust of this great nation 
the statue which represents the immortal Morelos, the 
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refulgent light of our Independence, who would smile 
happily if he could see that his dreams of continental 
fraternity have come true and that through his me- 
and in the great shade of the two giants our 
nations clasp hands in a fervent demonstra- 


tion of affeetion and understanding. 


Ilis exemplary life left a luminous wake which 
began a | id, in the land of Michoacan, conti- 
nued through his humble parish of Caracuaro, and 
reached its greatest brightness at San Crist6bal Kea 
tepec, a brightness that projected itself in the endless 


refulgence of immortality. 


Both heroes, consecrated by the same splendid 
aurora which illumined the birth of our independence, 
in their respective places, have been and will be the 
torches that illumine our aims, the anvils upon which 
ow’ virtues are forged, and the crucibles wherein our 


ideals are purified. 


And nothing can better honor their memory than 
the union of our endeavors directed in defense of ¢i- 
vilization and in safeguarding our concept of human 
dignity and welfare. They have left to us an establish 
ed doctrine of liberty, and it is incumbent upon us io 
fnvest our greatest effort to be worthy of it, though 
not with haughtiness but with humility, and in the 
eonviction that the only enduring superiority in the 
life of countries is that which stems from good will in 
deed as well as in thought. 


In Mexico a steadfast task has been initiated after 
a long and dolorous experience, impelled by a genuine 
desire to assure the greatness of its destiny; and in our 
effort there is always present the guiding memory of 
our heroes, and we are animated by the sacrifice of our 
martyrs. Yet not only must we strive to attain the 
goals which define the material progress of nations, 
but we must likewise strive to attain a balance in ihe 
world which ean assure a life that is more just and 
abundant 


The perspectives before us lead us to the convic 
tion that America is living through times of grave 
responsibilities, and that it is imperative to strengthen 
the system of conciliation for the sake of unity, of pea 
ce and understanding, which may build a bulwa 
whose solidity can assure the permanence of our rights 
and the dignity of our existence 


The plan of international cooperation as a system 
will be converted into a sturdy sateguard of our herit- 
age and of our future; but for this we must primarily 
renounce the use of force and base ourselves upon the 
consecration of justice and of mutual respect as an 
invariable norm of conduet, 


Comprehending the gravity of the moment, it is 
urgent to prepare our timely contribution to the world, 
and nothing will tacilitate this noble task as the co- 
ordination of our sources, the strengthening of out 
economies, and the finity of our spirits in the fervent 


striving tice and for liberty 


finds itself ve and wounded, 
and its wounds are so deep that its toration is dif 


ficult America, on the other hand, developing in 


youth ane strength, is devoting its major efforts not 


solely to the solution of its internal proble but vo 
alleviate the desperate situation which assails the Old 


World. 


Therefore inter-American friendship aequires an 
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essential significance and the eordiality which exists 
among our nations assumes an extraordinary import. 


The different countries of America profess a eom- 
mon creed and libertarian ideals and have the same 
devotion inspired in the purified civic concepts where- 
upon rests our institutional rule. Thus we must behold 
with concern the future of humanity in this tremen- 
dous hour or decision. 


Jointly we will endeavor to sustain the political 
structure of a Continent which does not measure sa- 
erifices when they are made in the cause to elevate 
democracy and to consolidate the basic elements of 


enulture, 


Mexico is pledged to this unselfish solidarity, 
and its people as well as yours can represent a great 
hope if we acknowledge the existence of our coordin- 
ated aims as the fruit of a conjunetion of qualities, 
among which we must justly recognize the tenacity 
of character which imbues optimism vith serene 


strength, 


Such valuable factors make us guard a complete 
faith in the future, strengthening the eonviction that 
America, one and indivisible, will be always comfo- 
rted by the enduring friendship of our nations 


In the name of my Fatherland and of our Chief 
Executive I express my most fervent wishes for the 
well-being and prosperity of Venezuela and for its 
worthy leaders, carrying in my heart the utmost con 
fidence in the greatness of its fruitful and auspicious 
future.”’ 


Lic. Fernando Casas Aleman, Chief of the Department of 
the Department of the Federal District. 
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Manuel Tolsa 


ThE EVER-RECURRING influenee of the ancient 
architecture of Greece aud Rome at repeated in- 
tervals throughout architectural history has done 
more to interfere with the development of ar- 

chitecture than any other agency. There can be no 
doubt of the greatness of Classic Greece ; and the Par- 
thenon will always be held in veneration as one of the 
inost perfect examples of architecture in the world. 
Nor can there be any doubt of the greatness of Roman 
architectural and engineering triumphs. Requiescant 
in pace. 

But the world will not let them rest. They have 
been cepeatedly dragged forth to interrupt originality. 

This was true of the time of the Renaissance, 
which, though at first refreshing, grew into the un- 
imaginative ‘‘correetness’’ of Palladio, Vignola, and 
Ilerrera. Having interrupted the Plateresque when 
that style was just blossoming, the eventual reaction 
was terrifie. 

It was true as recently as the time of the World’s 
Columbian Exposition of 1895, when a group of arehi- 
tectural bigwigs, patting themselves on the back at 
getting together for a fine dinner and commenting 
among themselves that it was the greatest meeting 
of artists since the fifteenth century, puffed out their 
chests and said: ‘*Let’s make it Classie.”’ Unfortun- 
ately, the effect of that decision did not end with the 
World’s Fair. For thirty years afterward, Vitruvius, 
Vignola, and Palladio, dead these many hundred years, 
even dictated how rolled steel beams should be cover- 
ed! Only recently have they been given another well 
earned rest. Requieseant in pace. 

And in between those periods, it was true when 
Spain became paralyzed by the Royal Academy, which 
adopted ‘‘Prohibition of Imagination’’ and dished out 
ideas and combinations of motifs and rules for using 
them, and the only thing that was left for the over- 
indulging, intoxicated Baroque was to be ealled vile 
names, 

It is an interesting thought that it has always 
been the copyists of the Classie who have ealled other 
styles harsh names—never the originators nor deve- 
lopers of new styles, groping blindly as they may have 
been, who have thus vented their spleens. It was 
the unimaginative Herrerans who contemptuously 
dubbed the preceding decorative architecture Plate- 
resque; it was Sir Christopher Wren, prolifie elas- 
sicist, who is eredited with giving the name Gothie, 
meaning ‘‘barbarous,’’ to the greatest creative erafts- 
manship of all time: and it was the sterile Aeademi- 
cians who intolerantly hurled venomous epithets at 
the Baroque. And more recently it has been said of 
the eold and formal eathedrals of Mexieo City and 
Puebla that ‘‘they are the only edifices of the vice 
regal epoch up to the arrival of Gonzalez Velasquez 
and of Tolsa which are distinguished by correctness, 
simplicity, and sobriety.”’ 

For a while Mexico went merrily on its way with 
elaborate and exuberant examples of the Churriene- 
resque which outdid those of the mother country. Tere 
the Moorish-influenced Spaniard was transplanted to 
a rich new country where his background and rugged 
individualism blended with the temperament of a dif- 
ferent race of artists and craftsmen whose latent ar- 
tistie nronensities were coming more and more to the 
fore. This blend took him to heights which the master- 
builders in the more conservative mother country ne- 
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ver reached. The acme of his imagination is represent- 
ed by the superlative Baroque of the portal and towers 
of the great church of Taxco, the bewildering Chur- 
rigueresque facades of the little church of San Diego 
at Guanajuato and of San Cayetano at Valenciana 
near by, and even more especially by the brilliant and 
glittering jewelry of the facades of San Francisco 
Acatepee near Puebla 

but even Mexico was not to be left unmolested 
indefinitely to work out her own architectural salva- 
tion. ‘*Mother’’ still wanted to dictate. About twenty- 
five years after the opening of the Royal Academy 
of St. Ferdinand in Spain, King Charles IIL estab- 
lished in Mexico the Academia de los Nebles Artes de 
San Carlos de la Nueva Espafia. The name sounds 
very impressive i rhaps it was too weighty, for, as 
in Spain, it was not long before a bad attack of acute 
regimentation set in. The new Academy’s first pro- 
fessor of architecture was Gonzalez Velasquez; and, 
in 1791, Manuel Tolsa, a Spaniard born in Enguera 
in 1757 and trained in the Academy of San Carlos at 
Valeneia, was made director 

Ten years after assuming office Tolsa took time 
off from his duties of regimenting architecture (and 
what he thought were his duties of stripping Chur- 
rigueresque churches to make them what he econsider- 
ed to be classically correct, succeeding only in mak 
ing them naked and forlorn) to cast the bronze eques- 
trian statue of Charles IV which now stands in Me- 
xico City in the center of the circle where the Avenida 
Judrez turns to become the splendid Paseo de la Re- 
forma. It was the first important statue in bronze to 
be cast in the Western He misphe re and is a beautiful 
piece of work. In fact, to give Tolsa his due, it 
is one of the great equestrian statutes of the world. 
In seulpture, Tolsa‘s work shows strong individuality, 
a thorough knowledge of anatomy, and brilliant ex- 
ecution. The only real fault that ean be found with 
the statue is an ethieal one; it confers on the rider 
a dignity to which that ignoble monarch could by no 
stretch of the imagination be considered entitled 


During the War of Independence the statue, which 
had originally been placed in the Zécalo, was eneased 
in a huge wooden globe to save it from destruction by 
over-ardent patriots, and later, that move having been 
deemed insufficient, was removed, not to be re-erected 
(in a new loeation) until 1852. It is now said to be 
tolerated only beeause of the beauty of the horse upon 
which the king is mounted! It is spoken of as ‘‘the 
‘the little horse’’ (it weighs about 30 
tons), and even ‘‘the iron horse.’’ but never is there 
a mention of the rider. (Incidentally, there is a fine 
statue of Cuanhtémoe in one of the cireles of the Pa- 
seo. Try to find one of Cortés! 


bronze horse, ae 


The fine seulptured group, Faith, Tope, and Cha- 
ritv, on the clock tower of the Cathedral of Mexico 
City is Tolsa’s work, as is also the high altar with 
the bronze figure of La Purisima Virgen in the Cathe 
dral of Puebla 

In architecture, Tolsa’s work was too formal. too 
academic, too much a product of what he had heen 
taught in the Aeademy in Spain and a reflection of 
the regimentation there. Two of his principal works 
are the severe and immense Classie College of Mines 
in the center of Mexico City (1797—1813) and the 
Church of Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto (1809—1816), a 
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few blocks east of the cathedral. The church has a 
great Palladian dome, now in a sad state of disrepair. 
In addition to their Classic severity, both structures 
are especially noted for their lack of stability, under- 
pinning of the former having required the expenditure 
of thousands of dollars year after year and the latter 
having rested for many years at a precarious angle. 

Tolsa, however, could probably be readily forgi- 
ven for things that he perpetrated which were his own; 
but the great damage that he wrought, with presump- 
tuous and blatant egotism on the work of earlier gene- 
rations, is harder to forgive. Many a guidebook will 
deseribe the exterior of a church, then Say ‘*interior 
uninteresting.’’ This is rather generally true. And, 
to a great extent, Tolsa can be thanked for it. An 
idea of what some of the interiors must have looked 
like before Tolsa and his disciples, in their fanatical 
rave for extermination, got hold of them is indicated 
by examples which escaped, such as Tepotzotlan and 
Taxco, or, in the Cathedral of Mexico City, where Tol- 
sa first wielded his axe, by the Capilla de los Reyes 
and various other detached examples of earlier work 
there, which remain in the midst of what Sylvester 
Baxter calls ‘ta melancholy nakedness of devastated 
surfaces.’’ 

To make matters worse, mediocre architects were 
imported from Italy, and many richly carved and gild- 
ed altar-pieces were torn out and broken up for kind- 
ling wood, while their places were taken by lifeless 
interpretations of classic ‘correctness, simplicity, and 


Queretaro, Qra 
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sobriety.’ With an intolerant thoroughness exceeded 
only by that of the conquistadores in destroying the 
work of the Aztees, the Academy had replaced charm- 
ing, intoxicated exuberance with illfitting cold affect- 
ation, 

There were, however, a few rays of sunshine be- 
hind that Pseudo-Classie cloud. Fortunately, travel 
in Mexico was not as easy at that time as it is today; 
many important cities were rather isolated one from 
another and thus the more remote examples of archi- 
tecture were spared; and in the less accessible cities, 
the earlier styles, to some extent at least, continued. 
Even more important, these outlying cities, not too 
closely in touch with the national capital and the 
Academy, had developed some unimported personali 
ties in architecture; and even the Classic was better 
executed by natives of Mexico who, though recogniz- 
ing the Classic fashion, were not regimented by it, 
and more broad-minded and less cursed with the aca- 
demic training of the day, could at the same time sue 
cessfully handle the Baroque and the Churrigueres- 
que—and even Gothesque. 

It was the beginning of a demand for versatility 
in handling styles. , 

To meet the outstanding personality of the period 
it is necessary to leave the Pan-American highway 
just north of Ixmiquilpan, drive the ninety miles of 
new pavement to Querétaro, and continue, past the 
“*spot’’? where Maximilian was shot, along the dusty, 
narrow, winding trail over the fields to Celaya . 
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President Miguel Aleman, accompanied by Mrs. Aleman and (from right to left) Lic, Juan 

Gonzalez Gallo, Governor of the State of Jalisco, Ex President Abelardo Rodriguez and 

Lic. Agustin Garcia Lopez, Minister of Communications and Public Works, at the inaugural 
ceremony of the Guadalajara Airport. 


Communication Progress in Jalisco 


By Stewart Morton 


HE population of Guadalajara, Capital of the 

State of Jalisco, received jubilanty the President 

of the Republic, Lic. Miguel Aleman, who visited 

this city during the first days of this month, 
accompanied by the Secretary of Communications and 
Public Works, Lic. Agustin Garcia Lopez, and other 
high officials of his government, in order to inaugurate 
various projects which have been terminated there by 
the federal and state goverments. 

The Chief Executive initiated his activities on the 
first day of this month with the inauguration of the 
modern airport which was projected and built by the 
Sceretariat_of Comunieations and Publie Works. Con- 
sidered as the best in the Republic, the mew airport 
was designed and built in keeping with the most ad- 
vanced technical features in this field of construction. 
Its amplitude and safety permit the fullest range 
of flying operation, for it provides a main track which 
is 2,200 meters in length and a secondary track of 1,800 
meters, each 56 meters in width. It has, moreover, six 
additional tracks for taxying operations, as well as 
a spacious parking platform for the aircraft. Ample 
space has been assigned for the hangars and for fuel 
stations and mechanical shops. The magnificent strue- 
ture of the passenger station, covering an approxim- 
ate area of 1,500 square meters, defines a veritable 
triumph of modern planning. It contains a spacious 
vestibule, which houses the ticket offices and booths 
of the different aviation companies, postal, telegraph 
and telephone services, shops, restaurants, ete. The 
control tower rising over the center of the building 
includes in its installations the departments for me- 
teorological and radio services. Other buildings, such 
as those of the sub-station, the warehouse for machi- 


nery, ete., were built near the passenger station, 
forming in aggregate a perfect architectural unison. 
Odditional pavilions, destined for mail transfer offi- 
ces, radio installations for each of the aviation com- 
panies, and other services, are to be eonstructed soon. 


The conelusion of the Guadalajara Airport pro 
ject, which represented a cost of ten million pesos, 
defines a felicitous result of the effort which the ad- 
ministration of President Aleman is lending in its 
program ot! communication, and tends to facilitate the 
expansion of commercial air routes throughout the 
northwest section of Mexico and its air contact with the 
territory of the United States. The government of the 
State of Jalisco cooperated in the realization of this 
project by contributing the grounds upon which it was 


built as well as 200,000.00 pesos 


The President of the Republie, Lic. Miguel Ale 
man, did not confine his activities to the inauguration 
of this important airport. During the following days 
he opened to traffie a vast network of highways, which 
was built by the Seeretariat of Communications and 
Public Works in cooperation with the state govern 
ment. This network comprises a total length of 693.8 
kilometers, of which the following roads are of first 
class: 62.3 kilometers to Barra de Navidad; 2 to Resola 
na; 2 to Tacomates; 68 to Puerto Vallarta; 49 to Ciudad 
Guzman; 48 to Chapala; 34 to La Barea; 126 to la 
Piedad; 68 to Teoealtiche: 5 to Mexticacan; 6 to No 
chistlan ; to Apuleo; 27 to Colotlin:; 9 to Valle de 
Juarez; 21 to Jocote pec, and 4.5 to Tonala. The follow 
ing roads comprise those of second elass: 28 kilometers, 
Iztlahuacan—Guadalajara, 125, Talpa—Tomatlan, and 
10, Capilla de Guadalupe—Santa Maria del Valle 


The work carried out during the period from 1947 
to 1950 on the above outlined roads represented a cost 
of 55.859,332.84 pesos. Of this total sum the Federal 
Government provided the amount of 34.852,557.56 pe 
sos, while the Government of the State of Jalisco con- 
tributed 21.006,775,38. 





Main facade of the passenger 
station of the new airport at 
Guadalajara. 


Section of 

new road _ fromij 

Guadalajara to 
Chapala, 


4 


Guadalajara Airport. 





The progress achieved in highway construction 
by the Secretariat Of Communicauons and tub ic 
Works in the State of Jalisco is delined in tne foinow- 
inp Ligures: 


ROADS OF FIRST CLASS 


Guadalajara—Barra de Navidad 
Koad to Kesolana eS 
Guadalajara—luerto Vallarta 
Guadaiajara—Ciudad Guzman 
Guada.ajara—Chapala 
Guadalajara—La Barca 
Zapotianejo—La Piedad 
Yahualica—Teocaltiche 
Yahualica—Colotlan 
El Tule—Va.le de Juar 
Chapala—Jocotepec 
Branch to Tonala 
Road to Tecomates 
Mexticacan 
» » Nochistlan 

» Apule 





” ” 


ROADS OF SECOND CLASS 


Ixtlahuacan—Guadalajara 28.0 
Talpa—Tomatlan Ey a hated : 125.0 
Capilla de (Guadalupe—Sta. Maria del 

Valle Seca e ene eve: Sarees 10.0 


Tota! of kilometers built : 697.8 Kms. 


The work carried out in the construction of afore- 
mentioned roads during the period comprising the 
years 1947 to 1950 


represents an expenditure of $ 55.859,3: 
f which amount the Federal Govern 

ment apportioned ....... . §& 34.852,557.46 
and the Government of the State of 

Jalisco . 3 $ 21.006,77! 














‘umags of Mexico,” Oil. 


By J. Guerrero Galvan. 


our Modern Mexican Painters 


By Guillermo Rivas 


IIERE was a time, and not so very long ago, whei 
mutual imitativeness became so widely preva! 
among our younger gencration of painters that 
it actually defined a serious menace for the futu- 

re of Mexican art. This standardization, evolved in 
the wake of the mural era, came to be known as the 
‘*Mexican sehool.’’ Today, however, this term has lost 
its former significance. Time has imposed a severe 
test on the younger-painters who followed in the foot 
steps of the mural masters, and only a counted few 
have survived this test. 

Today the term Mexiean school broadly signifi 

a national rather than an international concept and 
terminology of art, wherein each painter achieves his 
personal expression. The national concept, on the other 
hand, might be largely defined as realistic or objective 
rather than abstract or non-objective. There is yet 
another faetor which commonly characterizes the art 


t 
ent 


of our outstanding younger painters, and that 

preference for indigenous rather than universal 

mes. It is the rural Indian Mexico, and not the creole 
or mestizo Mexico of the cities, that for most of these 
painters serves as the dominant theme. But in depict 
ing indigenous Mexico 
sorbing pictorial theme—there is no striving for exoti 
cism or picturesqueness. It is the underlying human 
substance of the native race, and some times its impli- 


which is undoubtedly an ab 


‘it social problem, which the best of our painters strive 
to depict, rather than its external oddity But, as I 
have said, even in this community of subject matter 
each painter treats the theme from his respective 
viewpoint and in individual style 


The current exhibit at ‘aleria Arte Moderno 
recent works by Por out Mexican painters 
Raul Anguiano, J, Guerrero vin, Guillermo Me- 
and Jui Soriano-—eleat . trates this point 
aggregate these four painters authentically repre 
the Mexican school as it exists today. All four 
rroducts the same aesthetic ¢ ure; all four 
lesser degree indebted in their man 
rostivie to the 1 sters of the mural era: all 
genuinely modern Mewnxiear i | vet the work of eae 
is thoroughly dissin ar to that of the other three 
Unmistakably ha 
artist e wid 


the work of four creative 
Sol widely list cl a 


arti \ sonalities, each of whom 
has found his own way to fulfillment 

If in the aim of classifieation we should seek the 
salient quality in each man’s work we will find that 
while Ravi] Anguiano is naturalistic, J. Guerrero Gal 
i Guillermo Meza dra 
riano romantic. Could there be a wider dissimilarity 


van is lyrical] atic and Juan So 





of temperaments or points of view? Indeed, it is this 
heterogeny of personal utterance, as defined in the 
work of these outstanding four painters, that lends 
an unebbing vitality to contemporary native art. 
Rati] Anguiano, born 36 years ago in Guadalajara, 
Jalisco, received his preliminary instruction at the 
Escuela Libre de Pintura of his native city. Ile came 
to Mexico City in 1954 and joined the group which 
established the Taller de Grafiea Popular. Ilis work 
has been exhibited locally in more than ten one-mar 
and group projections as well as in various group 


shows in New York, Habana, and sundry cities of Eu 


rope. 

J. Guerrero Galvan, native of Tonila, Jalisco, was 
born in 1910. Tle initiated his studies in Guadalajara 
under the guidance of José Vizearra, and shortly after 
his arrival in Mexico City 20 years ago, joined the 
group of young painters who were executing mural! 


projects in various government schools 


Mo.herhood.”’ Oil. By J. Guerrero Galvan. 


By Raul Anguiano. 
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Fiesta for the Dead.” Oil. 
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Sleeping Child."’ Casein Tempera. By Juan Soriaao. 





Ilis paintings have been exhibited numerous times 
in this city, and have been also shown at the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York, the Art Institute in 
Chicago, the Museum of Art in Philadelphia, the Wads 
worth Museum of Science and Art in Toronto, and at 
various other American and European museums and 


galleries. 

Guillermo Meza was born in this city in 1917 and 
obtained his early training at a night art school for 
workmen. Following his first publie exhibit in 1942, 
he gained rapid recognition and has since then ex- 
posed at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, 
the Art Museum of Cleveland, the Museum of Art in 
Philadelphia, the Chieago Art Institute, the Honolulu 
Art Museum, and the Royal National Gallery of Ot- 
tawa. 

Juan Soriano was born in 1920 in Guadalajara, 
Jaliseo and mastered his fundamentals in the studio 
of Reyes Ferreira. He arrived in Mexico City at the 
age of 15 and continued his formal training under the 
guidanee of Santos Balmori and Emilio Caero.  Ilis 
work has heen frequently shown in this city and has 
also figured in group exhibits at the Museum of Mo- 
dern Art in New York, the International Fair in San 
I'raneiseco, and the Brooklyn Museum. 


Portrait of a Little Girl. Oil. By Raul Anguiano. 


‘ 


Portrait of Sra. Elisa M. del Moral. Oil 


“The Village Sweetheart.” Oil. 


By J 


By Raul Anguiano. 


Guerrero Galvan. 





“Bathers™ 


: ce : ‘ : x a Ss Gae Oil. 
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Cg ae “ae a , : By Guillermo Meza. 


> ee 


“Portrait of the Sisters Misrachi® 
Oil. 


By Juan Soriano. 


“At twilight 
Oil. 





By Guillerme Meza. 
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Un Poco de Todo 


ARGENTINA UNDER PERON 

RGENTINA was under ‘“‘state of siegce’’ lor 
years until twenty-four hours before the elee- 
tion of February, 1946, and during that time 
Me: nwhile the Gov 


erment was using the Treasury’s money and the poli 


no civil liberties existed 
ce to destroys the effectiveness of the opposition 
In more recent elections not a bit of honesty may 
But even granting 


be found, in any sense of the word. 


l l, 
honest even 


very abstractly—that elections were 
though in their context they were by no means demo- 
eratic), what is more significant, and not susceptible 
to abstraet interpretation, are certain facts that many 
foreign observers seems to ignore 

In Argentina, sinee the arbitrary removal 
members of the Supreme Court in 1946, there 
not exist an independent judicial system, 

The only two members ot the Senate who were 
elected in the balloting ot February, 1946, and who 
did not belong to the official 
mitted to fill their posts. 


never were per 
The reform of the Fundamental Charter, under- 
taken last year despite the fact that the peronistas 
lacked the Congressional majority required in the 
Constitution, suppressed all the guarantees concern 
ing private property rights. 

The lack of an independent judicial power means 
that, in fact, individual liberties and guarantees do 
not exist. Mundreds of politieal and labor union lea 
ders have been tortured and remain today in prison 
without the slightest possibility of being fairly tried 
under the puppet justices of the dictatorship. 

The Labor party, which got the largest number 
of votes in the election of February, 1946, has been 
deprived of the right to participate in the ballotings 
since the year 1948, and its president, Senor Cipriano 
Reyes, has been in prison since September, 1948, un- 
der the same false charge of plotting against the Gov- 
ernment with the help of United States *‘imperialists.”’ 
Representative Balbin, president of the Radical bloe 

the Chamber of Deputies, has been in prison since 
last March,under charges of ‘‘disrespect’’ to Presi- 
dent Perén, and many other Congressmen and _ state 
representatives have been made destitute and jailed 
for criticizing the graft and totalitarian techniques of 
the Government 

Concerning three laws passed by a docile Con- 


° } 
rressionat 


ajority in September, 1950 **The New 


Times”’ correspondent in Tuenos Aires said 


iid it 


general public 


news 
amounts to virtu: 

a bill that channels 
sums into the social welfare and 
1 by the President’s wife. and a 


eontro!l { 


ives the Government complete 


tock industry.’’ 

June 3, 1950, the Perén regi 

Doctrine,’’ with the purpose of 
4 ng the 


Pero. ists 
sciousness of Argentinism at 
ns.’’ in order that 
rt it. on the basis of 
unique leader.’’ 
As far as ideology is concerned 
‘Peronista IHar dhook’’ 


mention one example. The 


Buenos Aires, 1948. official program of the govern 
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‘In this count 


ing clique , Section 41, Page 42, states 


ry the « y government that ever existed was a po 
litical on » are taking the reins not only of the 
political govern nt but of the social and economic 
govern! as well, We guide the three activities to- 
wards an integral government.’’ And in Section 67, 


> ~** . 


i 2 ol, rogram says: ‘‘ The first fundamen 


to create a social economy to re 
apitalist economy ol exploitation 
will convert the present economy 
ital into capital at the service of 
e so-called **merely authoritarian’’ re 
act, as totalitarian as Germany or Italy 
What hap 


hey try to disguise their true totalitarian 


days of Hitler and Mussolini 
the deceiving clothing of some would 
arances with the purpose of i 
nd even the goodwill of t] 
hat should he our ©¢! 
the non-demoeratie 
rnal aspects 


FOR BETTER INTER-AMEICAN RELATIONS 

In recent vears the ‘‘Good Neighbor’? poliev has 
accepted by the people of the United 
much doubt that the de 
and South 


been gener 

States. ° j i loneer 

relations between North 

e essential today than ever. Tlowever, 

ne throueh the schools of the U1 ited States 

to aequaint the children with the eulture. people or 
history Latin Ameriea 

ed in a vel re study prepared by the Currienlum 

Service Bureau for International Studies, which shows 


This is the eonelusion reael 


that few schoo iave definite, planned programs of 
Latin-Ameriea udies 
Entitled ‘*Tnter-Ameriean 


Sehool,”’ the studv is designed to serve as a eurrienlum 


Edueation in Our 


rnide for svunpervi rs and teachers It is hased on 


American Workshop Committee 


schools 


reports of the Inte 
of the New York Cit: 
According to the 


] 


report, Latin America is con- 
sidered in history classes only ineidentally—as a phase 
of United States imperialism. In geography classes it 
sidered merely as a backward area that supplies 
sugar, quinine or mahogany. As a matter 

udv holds that few teachers of social stu 

the neeessaryv hacl ground to 

a program of Latin-American 

Spanish, the report adds. eove only 
rv and eulture of Spain, although there 
as many Spanish-speaking people in 
there are in Spain, with a eulture 
avs superior to Snain’s Portuenesc 


one New York Citv night sehool 


nade that Snanij 

high schools is stil] 
Rerents requirements 
ability to speal 

e : , 

mamefnl seareity 
ts and athe 


Continued 
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AGRICULTURAL REQUISITES IN LATIN AMERI- 
CA. Report of the Joints ECLA /FAO Working Party. 
Lake Success, New York. United Nations, Department of 
Economic Affairs, 1950. 156 pp. 


N OCTOBER 1948 a mixed commission of experts 

from the UN’s Economie Commission for Latin 

America and the Food and Agriculture Organiza- 

tion was organized in Mexico City. Subsequently 
it visited all the Latin Ameriean countries, observing 
and gathering reports and statistical data in order to 
make an impartial analysis of the region’s agricultural 
situation and the factors that have retarded increased 
production of food and raw materials in that vast 
area. The United Nations has now published the work- 
ing party’s report under the title, ‘Agricultural Requi 
sites in Latin Ameriea.”’ 

One facet noted by the commission should be point- 
ed out at once, since it explains many things that 
might seem inexplicable to a prosperous lowa farmer 
or a wheat producer on one of Kansas’ huge tarms. It 
is that in the Latin American countries approximately 
8U per cent of the population is devoted exclusively 
to agricultural work, and that this work is generally 
carried out in such a primitive and empirical manner, 
and under such adverse agronomical, climatological, 
and topographical conditions, that it might seem a true 
miracle that the meager agricultural yields were able 
tov support so many millions of inhabitants for so many 
hundreds of years. 

Of course, a marked individual undereonsump- 
tion of food products can be pointed out in that re- 
gion, along with great social problems derived trom 
malnutrition and an embryonie stage of economic de- 
velopmenc resulting from the low purchasing power 
of the rural population. These phenomena, in turn, 
are reflected in feeble industrial development, despite 
the strong incentives to each country stemming trom 
the lack of trade in industrial products during the 
last war, 

The ECLA/FAO team does not analyze the prob 
lems peculiar to each country; rather, it groups the 
common problems in various chapters. Although in- 
volving the danger of generalization, this arrangement 
seems more logical and satisfactory for the purposes 
of the study than that of dealing with the exceptional 
eases individually. 

One very interesting and important side of the 
question that the commission points out is the inceas- 
ing population pressure in the Western Ilemisphere. 
‘‘In recent vears,’’ the report remarks, ‘‘the supply of 
food available for consumption in Latin America has 
increased, but there has also been a considerable in- 
crease of population.’’ Food supplies in 1947-48 were 
27 per cent above the average for the period 1954-38. 
But in the same length of time the population had gone 
up 24 per cent so that there was little Improvement 
in the unsatis actory food supply situation of the pre- 
war period 
This little volume sharply ana many of the 

tors that have impeded an inerease in the ru- 
duetion of the Latin American countries, and 
some ol m will bear repetition here 1) inadequate 
agricultural extension services to 
mers with the best produetion methods 
technieal agricultural edueation at higher ley 
insufficient agricultural research: not enough know- 
ledge of the fertilizer needs of different soil types, the 


adaptation ol pesticides to loeal plagues, and of the 


machinery needed considering the topography and 
type of work in difierent localities; (4) insufficient 
agricultural credit facilities; (5) the high cost of the 
equipment and materials the farmer needs to make 
his production technically efficient; (6) the shortage 
particularly of dollars; (7) the 


of foreign exchange, 
lack of good land trausportation systems, particularly 
of rural reads and trunk rail lines. 

Fortunately, the commission itself suggests gene- 


ies that in most 


ral remedies for these obstacles, remed 
cases will have to come principally from the respective 
vovernments, 

Another aspect the report goes into, and which 
promises vreat possibilities fe, improving the Latin 
Ameriean diet, is the developme tof the fishing in- 
dustry. Exeept for Bolivia and Paraguay, all the La- 
tin American countries have extensive coastlines w here 
prosperous industries based on the products ot the 
sea could be established. 

To return to the question of agricultural produe- 
tion, however, in my opinion the commission skipped 
over one factor that is of vital importance, namely, 
the retarding influence on Latin American agriculture 
of the application of irrational cultivation practices, 
with the inevitable consequences in soil erosion. It 
is undeniable that bad cultivation practices, coupled 
with deforestation and overgrazing, have caused very 
serious damage to the soil, and since the effeets of 
this process are cumulative and grow in geometrie 
proportion, every day that passes without correcting 
this condition sees the lamentablt effects of floods fol- 
lowed by periods of drought, the lowering of the un- 
derground water tables, the formation of gullies, and, 
eventually, the total disappearance of the arable soil. 

Bearing in mind what the commission says about 
the excessive increase in Latin America’s population, 
we find ourselves rapidly coming face to face with the 
equation Malthus formulated in the eighteenth cen- 
tury: while the elements for food production are cde- 
creasing, the population of the world continues to in- 
erease. In Latin Ameriea this phenomenon is still not 
so serious as in some parts of Asia, but it may reach 
a dangerous point if something is not done hy these 
countries, individually and collectively, to cheek these 
dire trends 


ANATURALIST IN THE GRAN CHACO. By Sir John 
G aham (Kerr. London and New York, Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press, 1950. 229 p. Illus. 


T WAS FORTUNATE for the natural sciences that 
| a nineteen-vear old medical student at the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh picked up a eopy of Nature maga- 
zine at Waverley Station one wintry afternoon in 1889 
In it, he read of an opportunity to explore Paraguay’s 
Pileomayo River as a member of an expedition headed 
by Captain Juan Page of the Argentine Navy. The 
young man, whose name was John Graham Kerr, ap- 
plied for the position, was aecepted. and embarked 
Upon a Journey that determined his whole future 

“cA Nat ist in the Gran Chaco” is the reeord of 


Writing a day-to-day 


observations 
ys . 
IstS trom 


stvle popular with natura 


lay Ss aside 


Graham Kerr frequently 


toil bas 


in detail, underst: able to the 


as the student. subieets of eX- 
eeption: il ! se as the dai v life of the Natokoi 
Flavor- 
ed with exeiting adventures along the way, the hook 


Indians and 1 inbrvology of the lungfish 





March, 1901 


presents an over-all picture of a must Witsual bidb 
making eXtraordinary selenillle dascoveries 
f Paraguay offered a formidable 


The geography o 
<plormg its rivers and jungles 


chatienge lo anyone ¢ 
during the years Lssd-91. Most of the Chaco, that in- 
termationally disputed wilderness, was virtually unex 
Inhabited by hostile Indians 


|) ored ly the white man 
paluars, level grass covered 


actual redskins—its 
plains studded with fan palms; 
intermittent forest on the open palmar; and_ its 


its montes, patches 
esteros, or vast stretches of swampland, were a virtual 
treasure house for the enterprising naturalist 

Graham Kerr takes the reader on a river-boat voy 
age from Buenos Aires up the rivers Parana, Para 
guay, and Bermejo. To reach Fortin Page on the nat 
row and hazardous Pileomayo, it was necessary to 
build a series of dams behind them to afford their 
ship, the Bolivia, sufficient water for navigation. En 
route, they encounter sickness and death. They face 
starvation. Thev are surrounded by poisonous insects 
and snakes as well as wild animals. Their erew mu 
tinies, and the soldiers sent to protect them eventu 
ally formulate plans to murder them. This is adven- 
ture of a high order, but the reader, like the author 
finds life more reassuring ashore than aboard that un 
fortunate craft. 

In the midst of this excitement, Graham Kerr in 
troduees the fascinating creatures inhabiting the Cha 
eo: a bird that builds a nest with a domed roof and 
projecting eaves; the biseacha, a confident rodent 
resembling a wheelbarrow when running, who takes 
no nonsense from strangers; armadillos that literally 
swim through soil and run ballet-like on the tips of 
their toes; ants who cultivate underground mushroom 
beds: chickens that kill themselves with self-gener 
ated poison gas: cicadas that sound ‘‘like the whistles 
of railway engines’’; a wood-pecker with eyes in the 
front of its head rather than on the sides: a bush bird 
whose cry the Indians believe can set fire to their 
shelters and blankets: fish that eat whole oranges; 
fish that travel by jumping: fish that lay eggs on self- 
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made rafts —these and countless other fauna are Vie 
vidiy described by the author as the map oi Paraguay 


suddenly comes ative with creatures never be.vre Mna 
vined 

Qh ¢ cceptional tiie 
akel Unive with whom he lived and hunted 


est is Greham Kerr's comment 


on the Nat 
on intimate terms. Surrounded by hostile savages, but 
peaceful enough themselves, these Chaco Indians have 
managed to survive in an extraordinarily primitive 
state despite constant guerrilla warfare. Their dress, 
tattoos, weapons, hunting methods, religion, 
habits, mathematics 


ethics 
education, social manners, sex 
gambling tendencies, their economies ot 


capital,’ and a number of other sociological! manites 


‘hiologieal 


tations are fully explained to the reader. 

But perhaps the most outstanding material in the 
book is that contained in the seeond part, dealing with 
Graham Kerr’s seeond visit to the Chaco in 1896-97 
to investigate the embryology of the Lepidosiren or 
South American lungfish. Important because of its 
survival from an extremely early stage in the evolu- 
tionary history of the vertebrates, the lungfish is com 
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that their chromosomes ean ea- 


With the 


help of missionaries and natives, therefore, the scien- 


posed of cells so large 


sily be observed by students of heredity. 


tist set up a laboratory deep in the Chaco interior 
There he determined that the hind limb of the bur- 
rowahabiting lungfish serves as a temporary breath- 
ing organ, that this same limb is a reversion to the 
which was the first stage in the evo- 


rates that move on land. 


rod-like member 
lution of the le of the verteb 
In a fascinating revelation, as absorbing as any mys- 
Kerr shows what the legs of land 
thei 
t the Le pidos ren 


rate at 


lery story, Gral 
imals must tha heen like this in beginnings. 


changes 


first for 


addition, 
eolor at ight. that it { 1, sepa 


eatehing and olding pr . later develop into ridged 
’ 


it 


1 } Seize It 


oO eriusi 
These and 1 any act it the mark with all 
10 will find this book 
another tone it a attempt to understand 
himself and t] ly -oOndgu » animal in him 


WBA 


pilates 


readers int 


ASYLI'M ISLAND. By Hhion Brown 955 pp. New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 


T HE island of Lassouo, writes Hilton Brown in a 

foreword to his new novel, is an independent 
rench-speaking Caribbean state ‘‘not easily found in 
Liberator Bout: 

IS15, Lassou’s two political 
parties—the Negro and the Mulatto—have furnished 
her with sixty-three Chief Executives, twenty-seven of 
‘rom the latest 
assassination and its scrambled aftermath, Mr, Brown 


Since the illon threw off 


the atlas.”’ 


the Napoleonie yoke in 


whom have been murdered in office. 1 


has fashioned a confusing study of confused loyalties 
and a mild which depends for most of its 
watery humor on the charming corruptibility of the 


islanders 


By Lassou law the murdered Consul’s mantle 
should have fallen to his dull but decent son, Téléma- 
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que. At least Télémaque’s Scottish tutor, Strathdee, 
proposed to make it happen so, for the good of the is 


anders Two obstacles threatened Strathdee’s design 


first, a fascist-minded political glamour boy named 


Florian; second, Télémaque’s failure to locate 
, 


tain politico-religious object 


Thing Loeal voodoo lore 
rule 


known simply 
insisted that no Neg 
The Thing. 


* you breathlessly, 


Lassou unless he 

‘And what is The 
along with millions of 

‘Thing’? tur 

lit containin Ly the 
Which is the 


id saves Mi 


} ISSEOSSOC d 


Thi g 


uke box «¢] 


ask 
Well, L 
rum bot 


ients assou’s 


s out to be a curiously wrought 


soul of the Liberator 
most plausible answer I’ve 


t] out 


R. M. 


Brow: ignominy ol 


DANCING DIPLOMATS. By Hank end Dot Kel!y 
Foreword by Oliver LaFarge. 254 pp. Alburquerque. 
University of New Mexico, Press 


THE pr 


1! d ! soie 
Mistral, Paul 
and John Hay 
to the compatibility of 
quire 
usual 
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spent by a young 
in Peruvian Am: 
dition 
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those giving v 
Both 
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perception and eva 
s and winning 


American 


is in a long 


powers of 
account of two years 
and 
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consul his wite 
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Iquitos, Peru, is one of the remote locales the dis 


torted economy of a world war suddenly made 
ant. Once almost a world capital for the wild 
ber industry, Iquitos had lapsed into obseurity as the 


import 
rub 
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cultivation of rubber plantations in British colonies 
made the gathering of wild rubber unprofitable. With 


most of these plantations in enemy hands during World 
War II, the wild rubber potential of the Amazon 
WS DMiwee . basin again became important. Iquitos was also a 
~ ecnter for mahogany and the barbasco root from which 


5 its rotenone is derived. 
Tiles Wwe, = Mr. Kelly’s duty as the American vice consul in 

~_ ~ —_ Iquitos was to facilitate the movement of these strate 

1 

gic materials and to win and maintain the goodwill 
Madero 35. one flight up of the population of the region. Colloquial, unhealthy, 
. largely cut off from the world, Iquitos required of 
Telephone 12-70-42 the Americans placed there as a result of the war a 





high degree of adaptability and perseverance. The 
Kellys found that a sense of humor helped, too, and 
Suit iengths in tweeds, worsteds- and their account of the local flora and fauna, of the hard- 
flannels, Bench-made Shoes, Shirting in dancing Iquitinos and the lonely life of the garrisons 
scattered along the obscure Eeuador-Peru boundary 
silk and cotton madras, Neckwear, on tte cheee of lanabite. 

Handkerchiefs, Pyjamas, Robes, Sport- All those alarmed or pleased over the increasing 
tendeney of the United States to police, order, impro- 
wear, etc., produced by the most renow- ve, enlighten or feed various backward parts of the 


ned manufacturers in Great Britain and world will find further ground for their emotions in 
ff ib tus Sankt tetione the Kellys’ book. The aceount of how the United 
otfered by us at e lowest prices States Air Forees mapped the disputed Eeuador-Peru 


in Mexico. boundary, and of how American agencies insisted that 
certain minimum standards of health and treatment 
prevail among the rubber gatherers, is here in suffi- 
Walk up one flight and save a cient detail to remind anyone who needs reminding 
that we have a world mission likely to last a long 
time. It is sad to learn that Kelly was killed after a 
finest selection of return to his home in New Mexico. The times demand 


American consuls of unusual quality. Kelly must have 
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SYMPHONY 


N TILE realm of symphony music, what with the 

very successiul season by the Philharmonic Orches 

tra of Mexico City now running its course at the 

Palacio Chino, and the forthcoming season by the 
National Symphony Orchestra at the Palacio de Bellas 
Artes, we seen: to be turning in a jump from a protrae 
ted period of scarcity to that of sudden plethora. For 
the first time in our memory we are to have two sym- 
phony orchestras offering by-weekly concerts, and 
partly on corresponding dates, performing simulta 
neously, and one might even say competitively, in our 
midst. For while the season of twenty-four concerts 
by the Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Sergiu 
Celibidache, was initiated last month and is to extend 
to the end of April, the National Symphony Orchestra 
season will open on Friday, Mareh 9th and will con- 
tinue through the ensuing six weeks. ‘Thus, at least 
as regards « antity, our musie-bent public will have 
no eause for somplaint. 

The annoanced return of Carlos Chavez to the po- 
cium as gues, conductor during the season of the Na 
tional Symphony, alternating with Leonard Bernstein, 
lends a somewhat spectacular aspect to the occasion 
Chavez resigned his post as director of the Symphony 
Orchestra of Mexico in 1949, at the same time officially 
disbanding this orenestra. Having created it in 1928, 
he conducted this orchestra throughout twenty-one 
years of brilliant achievement. Performing at first at 
the Teatro Esperanza Iris, later at the Teatro Arbeu 
and the old auditorium of the Teatro Ilidalgo, and 
finally assuming its fitting place at the Palacio de 
sellas Artes, this ensemble grew and matured under 
his able guidance, developing a loeal musical environ- 
ment and a wide and loyal following which, of course, 
could not disappear with his retirement or its disband 
ing. 

The orchestra, in fact, did not disappear. Ceasing 
to function as an independent enterprise maintained 
by the proceeds from the boxoffice and subsidies from 
a small group of benevolent patrons, as regards most 
of its components, it emerged shortly afterwards as an 
official organization under the title of National Sym- 
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phony Orchestra, a dep ndeney of the National Insti- 
tute of Fine Arts. Carlos Chavez, meanwhile, had been 
appointed to head this institute. Conducted by José 
Pablo Moncayo, a young and gifted colposel and 
disciple of Carlos Chavez, the theoretically new o1 
chestra achieved considerable progress during the fore 
gone two years; though as regards public support 1 
ean be hardly said that it has been able thus far to ae 
tually replace the ensemble which grew up and matur- 
ed with its founder. The name and personality of 
Carlos Chavez were indeed not only inseparably bound 
with this orchestra—they were inseparably bound with 
the musical era it developed throughout the two deea- 
des of its existence 

In order to appraise this orchestra’s achievement 
in stimulating musieal appreciation in this city it is 
well to recall that prior to its founding symphony 
musie was in Mexico almost a forgotten art. In 1949, 
when this orchestra was disbanded, its repertoire com- 
prised the monumental volume of 485 works, of which 
237 had been played here for the initial time. All the 
great composers, old and modern, as well as all the 
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Wocehos native composers of note—from Bach and Vivaldi to 


Shostakovich, Ponee, ¢ havez, Huizar at d Revueltas 





were presented im this vast repe rtoire 


Not only was our audience widely en ightened in 

Robert musie of universal scope, but the performance of mu- 
sie by 33 different Mexiean composers, to the total 

9 ks 79 had their initial 


of 93 works whereot lad been given thell 


audition, which figured in the aggregate program of 
these twenty-one vears, served to lend a powertul im- 


Fine Ladies petus mn the op ! if native usic¢al composi 


tion 


Tailoring. 


Ex« lusive Models 
o} the Best 


“nalish Material: 


Bolivar No. 21, Office 109 


‘ ore ‘ a 
must strive to 
Oo not know if 
might determine his future 
resume his former post as this orchestra’s direetor 
but we have no doubt that it will greatly strengthen 
its position for the time being at least 
“Tt seems to us, nevertheless, rather unfortunate 
that the National Svmphony Orchestra's season should 
run almost concurrently with that of the Philharmo 
nie. To en owever, a somewhat vulgar simile 
that 1} lor ie life of trade, perhaps such 
cerns our musical future, 
Music. to be sure. is one thing 
ve too much. But sir ceow 
for F \ { *reati f musie represet 
Preparations 7 o+1 i? : ’ 11 wonder if there is 


my ensen bles ou 
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EXOTIC and 
UNMISIAKABLE 


nt vear’s program of this orchestra pro 
a second twelve-coneert season, with Tgor 
Stravinsky and Heitor Villalobos as guest eonductors, 


which is to extend from the 3rd of August to the 9th 


LVERFUME 
LOTION ’ 
POWDER \ \ 

COLOGNE i 

TALCUM ee a 


= 1/\) (LEA&PERRE NS) 
SAUCE QR. 


The Original and Genuine 


t Sept mber 





Worcestershire Sauce tor 


soups, tish, gravies, meats, etc. 





Ss 





0 


u 











AEG Homes UI43, HIBS U304, HE2T/ 





March, 1951 


Art and Personal Notes 


T ILE Natiormal Museum of History in the Chapulte- 
pee Castle is presenting throughout the current 
month an exposition 


MEXI( 


of paintings, drawings and litho- 
mente Orozeo which comprise the 
of Dr. Alvar Carrillo Gil. Titled 
Mexican Revolution,’’ this exhibit includes some 


graphs by José Cle 
prin 

ihe 
it the 


ate colleetion 


finest examples of the great muralist’s work 


Orozco, wl aborated 

of revolutionary periodicals, evewitnessed many gruc 
isocle the civil and 

a profound influence on the 

art lis tragie 


ilosophy of chaos which have lent 


0 Col a6 illustrator the staf 


me ef] Ss ol war, this experience 
; exerced puture leve 
ent of his concept of life and the 
yp such intensely 
imatie force to his mural painting. were developed 
ining the years of revolt And 
r} 


rouse this concept and pl 


thor strife 


it 


Co evol 


ary was 


ilosophy that Oro; 
i his unique aestheti 


ven w 


idiom, the peculiar technique 


and style and the extraor linary expressiveness which 
have identified him f the 


aye. 


as one « vreatest paimnte I 


our 

Many of us would like to see a truly compre hensi 
e posthumous exhibit of this genial painter, and we 
hope that it will be pres¢ nted some day For the time 
being, however, the exhibit of the Carrillo Gil collee 
tion, presenting but 


worth seeing 

oo of the most impressive exhibitions of its kind 
we have seen hereabouts in quite a long time was 

he group of eight portraits by the young Mexiean 

painter Eduardo Rangel offered last month at the 

Galeria Arte Moderno (Plaza Santos Degollado 16-C 

This exhibition amply demonstrated that portraiture 


a partial panorama, is decidedly 
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defining as it does in his case good likeness, penetrat- 
ing character study as well as bold plastic venture 
someness, can still be the means of a vital creative 


eXpresslon, 


group exhibit Ol newer Works by 
» Mexican painters: Radl Anguiano 
Guillermo Meza and Juan Soriane 


D URING the course of this month, the above gallery 
Is presenting a 
the four outstandi: , 


J. Guerrero Ga 


ot the State of Guer- 


S PONSORED hy the Goverton 


rero, Gen. Bal 


tasar Leyva Manceilla, the versatile 
painter Roberto Cueva del Rio executed a large port 
able mural panel, titled **The Resurrection of Cuauh- 
temoc,’’ which will decorate the central patio of the 
state government palace at Chipaleingo, Guerrero. 

Combining painting with details of sculptured bas 
reliel, this panel symbolicaly develops the theme ot 
Cuauhtemoe’s martyrdom and his subsequent role in 
the forging of Mexico's national concept. Over a back 
ground of Mexico’s national colors, the mural depicts 
the. Aztee Prince emerging from the flames beyond 
and above an enormous eagle which is destroying a 
serpent. 

The panel was presented before a group of invited 
guests by Governor Leyva Maneilla at a special ce- 
remony held in the garden of the Posada del Sol build 
ing 


COLLECTIVE show of paintings, prints and seulp- 
A ture, chosen from the best work by pupils of the 
National School of Piastie Arts (San Carlos Acad iy 
is being offered at this time in the premises of this 


school, 


LARDECOR GALLERIES (Paseo de la Reforma 
C No, 226) are currently showing a quite interesting 
group of paintings by the loeal artist Emilie Baz. 
While the work of this gifted painter has frequently 


figured in group exhibits, this is his first) one-man 


show 


| N KEEPING with its poliey to Introduce the work 

of our younger talents, the art gallery of Biblio- 
teca Nacional (Corner of Avenida Uruguay and Isa- 
bel la Catolica) is showing at this time paintings in 
Gil by Alejo Jacobo and Ratil Flores and seulpture in 
terra cotta by Marco Laveon. All three of these artists 
are graduates of the School of Painting and Seulpture 
of the Secretariat of Publie Edueation 
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Patterns of an Old City... 


* 
Continued from page 17 In Mexicc = 
integrity. And yet this integrity was cast of dual 


elements which were in inherent contradiction. 
Mysticim can sustain the courage and forebear- h Id 
ance of the humble; it ean illumine the soaring vision es t @e wor over = 


of a poet; it can feed the zeal of an innocuous fana- 


tic; but when mysticim is combined with a capacity 

for action it can become a perilous thing. The tragedy 

of don Artemio’s life could be attributed to the fact Nit sis CL 
that his nature combined the contradictory qualities , tl ; 


of a mystie and a man of action. He had aecepted 
with a blind dedication the precepts and norms of 


an existence handed down from his forefathers as ab- ( D E L U xX E ) 


solute and inviolable, and when time assailed these 
precepts and norms he defended them as one might SCOTCH WHISKY 
defend life itself. 
. . * 

Don Artemio’s remote ancestor came to Mexico 1s preferred by all these who 
bearing armour and wielding a sword, bringing with 
him the creed of power as the purpose ol life, the exact the BEST 
concept that man is not the product of time but that 
man plus power can subjugate time. And throughout 
generations this concept had remained unchallenged Call for it at your 
A farflung domain extending over many leagues, from 
the timbered slopes of Sierra Madre, over verdant val % ‘ favourite store. 
leys and desert wastes, was ruled by a breed of men 
who had never known defeat, who had retained their 
power as a birthright, as an unassailable heritage. 

The pattern for this rule was traced in media 
eval ages, when humanity was largely a complex of 
masters and slaves, and it was transplanted to these 
lands of America and became firmly rooted on this 
soil because the conquered race was in majority and 
the permanence of the conquest depended upon its 


total and lasting subjugation. Thus the ownership of 


land beeame the synonym for power. 


Don <Artemio’s ancestors had ruled these lands 


and enjoyed the power it gave them, governed by cer 
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Take No Chances» 


BEFORE YOU START ON YOUR TRIP, or when you 
note any defect in your generator, starter, or any 
part of the ignition system of your automobile, 
bring it immediately to our Electric Service Shops 
“MONTERREY”, where our attentive and capable 
staff will give you EFFICIENT SERVICE at a FAIR 
PHICE. The prestige and reliability of our organiza- 
tions is your best guarantee. 


“WONTER 
BATTE 


Because it has the greatest 
power and lasts much long 
er than others 


Manufactured of oxides 
and lead of ABSOLUTE ; mn atoar ' 
PURITY and first quality iF j ~. cally terated ¢ye] 
materials “MONTERREY” |e’ t It was by the time the great estate finally passed 
BATTERIES are unexcelled ’ & Oat. to the ownership of don Artemio that the statie een- 
in duration and_ perfor- " A turies abruptly came to an end and time reasserted 
mance. its primordial power over the destiny of man. As if 
almost from nowhere a new breed of conquering men 
emerged in the land. Sparks of rebellion kindled a 
U LADORES MONTERREY. S. ) blaze that spread like a prairy fire, and the bounda 
AC MU : ries of don Arte mio's domain became vrave ly imperiled 
TOLSA 5% (AUN PASO DE BUCAREL/) MEXICO, DF It was then, I suppose, that the mystie and the man of 
WASHINGTON - 1142, OTE. MONTERREY. N.L. action attained in him a perfect unity 
COLON: 1/1652 al 1480. GUADALAJARA .JAL. 





Ilis way ol life, confronted by this challenge, be- 
came a creed; his action now defined an applied phi- 
losophy. He saw in what happened only a grave mis- 
fortune, like a plague of locusts or an epidemy of pox; 
but he surmised that to combat this plague he needed 
an effeetive method, a reaffirmation of a militant 
ereed. The country, he believed, had sueeumbed to a 
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collective psychosis, nourished by the tragic delusion 
ot freedum. Men, like the bees or ants, were born 
to be either masters or slaves, and to rebel agulist 
this mandate of nature was to defy the will of Ged. The RB é 
Can the word freedom, now the tuol of mercenary de 2 24 
mugugues, be reduced to a tangible premise? Man 

lifts his weary eyes from the earth, the good sud in 
which feeds him at the price of a sweated brow, and 


looks at the birds aflight in the sky, and he envies Y x ’ HA ND M ADE 


their freedom. But he fails to perceive that this 

apparently Joyous and untrammeled flight defines a vv | : GIRLS’ 
bitter struggle for existence—the endless task of pur — & 

suing food, or of seeking the shelter of a tree that ’ : = 

might provide safety trom a hawk or an awl, or of a Peer f LDQ DRESSES 
mate and a nest and procreation... Ile fails to per- ' \ 

ceive that unremitting bondage is implicit in this ' 

apparent freedom, that the sole freedom existence 


vouchsafes man is the freedom to struggle for its pre n ry i \: t CREACIONES 


servation, Ad ‘ . 
It was the time to set up barriers, to quarantine SS i 

his domain from the spreading moral plague. IJle : 

could not combat the evil forces which raged at lar . 

ge, but he could isolate his own frontiers, render them i 

impregnable, not by sheer force but by an appeal to 

reason, by arousing in the hearts and minds of his 4 \ 


people a sense of destiny as a thing inseverable from 

his will, to awaken in them a sense of the infinite 

stemming from love and faith and self-abnegation. : - bd 
Ile alone knew what was best for his people. Grasp MEXICO, 2. F. 

ing the meaning of infi lity, perceiving the vulner- 

ability of human kind, he knew when it was imper 

ative to be ruthless and cruel for the sake of compas 

sionate understanding. A wise patriarch, a master in 

his house, he beheld his people as his children whom 

he a pee and piney from their agg nt evils a 

and external pers é rulers supremacy, he SUurniis 

ed, could not be justified by mere physieal possession When You Travel ece a 


of property, by the tenure of the land or of the sus 
tenance souree of those whom he ruled such supre MAKE YOUR TRAVEL 
maey had to be justified by moral possession, by a ARRANGEMENTS WITH 


complete and unquestioning acquiescence springing 
from a profound spiritual affinity between the ruler 


and the ruled RAMIREZ SIGHTSEEING 

TOURS & TRAVEL 
ogg BUREAU 

UAd (Agencia de Viajes Ramirez) 
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Thus don Artemio emerged as a sort of philo- 
suphical tyrant, with what he believed to be a God- 
inspired philosophy. Ile perceived that love is the 
transcending force of life and that all men are bound 
na mystical unity, and he sought to lnipart this pet 
ception to his people. He sought to implant) these 
things in the hearts of men and to make of them a 

nduct in an age of dire coimmon men- 
taught them his coneepts of freedom and 

the ultimate existence of both, stre 
striving for unattainable equality 
the place which is rightfu \ his, 
freedom he should seek duty, de 
ne, and that in defining these goals 
should be willing to give 


to expend it for something 


that mo man is exempt from 
primary duty of a ruler was io 
rules the veritable meaning of exis- 
portance ot the pattern of life, 


of this pattern and to make 


lroit was he in his 
ars his domain, like 
med MVulnerable 
hacendados 


nd their esta- 


happened years het 
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Elegance 


AND HIGHEST 
QUALITY 


at a prize that 


gladdens your purse 


When you visit Mexico's 
newest Smart Shop for 
Gentlemen you will be 
agreeably surprised how 
elegantly you can be out- 
fitted at a nominal cost. 
You will find here ready- 
made suits of excellent 
materials, sport coats and 
slacks, Shirts, Neckwear, 
Undergarments, luggage— 
everything you need at 
lowest introductory prices. 


PAY US A VISIT! 


JOSE GUAL, Manager. 
Aquiles Serdan No, 29, Corn. Cuba 
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We employ an expert personnel and highest quality mate- 
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major despots who elsewhere in 
evolved a new religious dogm: 


yet 


vive up wher 
j laws he it 
vy them were finally swept aside by the 

a superior force; and yet, despite his capitulation and 
submissive retirement to a contemplative life, 1 am 
sure that he believed to his dying day that he had 
been divinely right. 


- * . 


When T mentioned to my casual friends that the 
amontillado we were drinking brought to my memo- 
ry a man who had actually achieved the feat of ar 
resting time, they probably thought that my remark 
was too bizarre or quite irrelevant, for they revealed 
no curiosity about it, and our talk rambled on along 
its amiable and aimless course 


Literary Appraisals. . . 
Continued fram page 36 


HOME IS AN ISLAND. By Alfred Lewis. 320 p. p 
New York: Random House. 


VEN in the Azores, children dream of going to 
America to see what it is like. José’s father had 
spent several years searching for gold in California, 
and the nostalgic aceounts he gave of life on the 





When dealing with advertisers, please mention 


"MEXICAN LIFE” 








HAMBURGER HEAVEN 


AVE OAXACA 33 
is not only famous for its 
INCOMPARABLE HAMBURGERS and COFFEE 
But also its BREAKFAST. 
Eggs scrambled in cream and butter, with little 
sausages, toast and coffee $ 3.50 





FINE FURNITURE 


in Period or Modern Designs. 
Built to your own taste and specifications by master 
craftsmen, at a lower price than you will pay for 
the ordinary ki 


ALFONSO OCHOA VIZCAINO 
ARCHITECT and DESIGNER 


Prior No. 21, 
Villa Obregén 





MEXICAN 








Tel. 14-79-02 





LIFE 


AONE 
REIS 





In the heart of fndaie 


MEXICO 


O00 Rooms Singles $ 300 Up 
Baths Doubles $ 500 Up 


(50 DE LUXE SUITES) 
“Paolo’s” Main Dining Room. - “Capri”. - “Superb Night 
Bank. - Travel Bureau. - Garage. 
Club”. - “Taberna del Greco”, Spanish Cocktail Lounge. 
- Indoor Swimming Pool. - Motion Picture Theatre. - 
- Cafeteria - Beauty Parlor - Barber Shop - Turkish Baths. 


@ City Within a Noted 


SERVICE 15S OUR MOTTO 


Dis 


Mesveo ty 





— 








ae 8 OF f fee 
SILVER SHOPS 


FRENCH PERFUMES 
LEATHER GOODS 
HOTELS RESIS & M’ CRISTINA 


as 
oY Av. Juarez 77 Lerma 3) 
= 21-23-60 14-92-98 


PERSONAL ATTENTION TILL 
10 P.M. 











SSSSSSSESESCERESSESEEEEREEESSSESCSSeeeeeees 
We specialize in HAND-MADE 
DIES HANDKERCHIEFS 
B ei st assortment in Mexice 


4 Close to Rorda Arcade 





MEXICAN 

















Are you 
a regular 
subscriber 


Mexican Life ? 


A yearly subscr.ption represents < saving 

of 25% over the newsstand price as well 

@s_an assurance of receiving your sumber 
\ promptly every month. 


Rates. In U. S. A. or Canada 
—Two Dollars and Fifty Cents 
for one year. In Mexico—12.06 
pesos. In England and on the 
Continent—Five Dollars. 


FILL IN AND MAIL THIS SUBSCRIPTION 
BLANK NOW! 


MEXICAN LIFE 


Uruguay, 3 Mexico City Mexico 


year starting 








CALOBAR SUN GLASSES 
REST YOUR EYES 


Optica Mazal 


Av. Madero 54 México, D. F. 





SOPNDREReeeneetenneneN veeeeees 


+ Seeneeeee Gaeeeseee. 


LIKE March, 1951 
West Coast stirred deeply the spirit of adventure in 
the restless boy. 

Senhora de Castro, however, felt that José’s dis- 
position was peculiarly suited for the clergy, and she 
hoped that some day he would take the vows. Pro- 
gressive-minded as she was. Senhora de Castro thought 
it inadvisable to impose a vocation upon her son. She 
regarded it as her primary duty to condition him to 
live in the light of Christian ethics. Thus, at an early 
age, José learned about the beauty of heaven as con- 
trasted with the nightmare of hell. But he could not 
reconcile his wanderlust and desire for sensuous grati- 
fication with the ascetic existence that the life of a 
clergyman suggested to him 

In spite of his mother’s entreaties and Father 
Corvelo’s saintly precepts, José remained hesitant. It 
was comely Maria who convinced him that he was 
not of the sort to enter the clergy. Yielding without 
difficulty, José decided to sail to America for a briet 
sojourn and return to the island where she would be 
waiting for him, 

What ‘Home Is an Island”’ 
somewhat compensated for by the quality of the nar- 
rative Some of his 
descriptive passages, in their pellucid simplicity and 
rich imagery, ring with the lyricism of poetry. Yet 
whether this is enough to offset a skeletal content is 
highly questionable. 


lacks in substance is 


Lewis’ style is most refreshing. 
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Some of us bird dog lovers are prone to remember 
and tell over and over again about those days afield 
when Sport or Lady worked hours in high gear and 
never made a bobble We are lovally silent about some 
of our trips! But isn’t it true that you and you and Ebe Soto Arms 
you have been out at times with a dog whose pedi . 
gree is full of champions and whose education has been Ramon Guzman No. 96, Mexico City, D. F. 
the pride of a professional trainer, and seen that price ' 

SS alilhia ARTURO SOTO REYES, MANAGER 


flush and chase a squawking pheasant, and in a very 


potter on loot seent, pursue rabbits, or 





short time quit even pretending to hunt? 
But just when vou are ready to give up in disgust 


rt goes to work with vim and dash, head up and 


slashing: he catches a whiff of a be i S swing 
» the wind at a full right angle, moves faster a 
hen, with the suddenness of four-wheel brakes. is on 
point, his sine ws body distended, and from the tip of 
! 


his tail to the quivering nostrils he says that the birds 


are square in front of him. You eome up, walk ahead 
of him and flush the quail. You swing right and left 
or a surprising but none the less gratifying double, 
and order ‘‘fetch.”’ In a twinkling two brown beau 
ties are in your hands and all that transpired earlier 
in the day has heen effaced 

When we arrived at the far end of the eight hund 
red acres of quail fairyland our game bags were full 
and our water cle plenished so the sight of three saddled 





horses to take us to the easa grande was indeed wel 
come, We trotted along beside the rails of a narrow 
nule-ear trae] for a good mile and passed through 
a massive gateway up to the house. On the wide Centrally Located... Modern 
veranda stood a white haired smiling Don, immaeu RESTAURANT AND BAR 
lately eled in spotless linen and highly polished boots 100 ROOMS -—_— 25 See ee 1D BATHS 
In courtly fashion he acknowledged my introduetion PENT -HOUSE — GARAGE 

with, ‘‘Mneho gusto, sefior Aque tiene usted su ea TELEPHONE IN EVERY ROOM 
sa.’’ which is to Say, “Delighted. This is vour house.”’ Your Home in Mexico ( ity 

And it was! 
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Great-Great-Granddaughter 


Continued from page 16 


burst into song and then the gray sinsontli outdid the 
yellow birds in volume and sweetness. 

PORTFOLIO of ] 7 Admiration came very easily. When Thérése stood 
silently remarking an ancient lacquer bowl, the old 
E N G R A V I N G S lady nodded and murmured, **Trabajan con carine.”’ 
She meant that the persons who had made all these 
things worked with affection. The joy of creation was 
a veritable trademark of authenticity. In each piece 


by the Mexican Master there seemed to be a harmonious marriage of utility 


and beauty, ol Necessity and grace 


Looking at the mestizo faces of the mother and 
JOSE CLEMENTE OROZCO daughter and the taste of their kitchen and the wares 
of daily use, it oecurred to me how agreeable, after 
all, was the fusion of the Spanish with the Indian. 
Whatever had been introduced from Spain had taken 
on a Mexiean flavor. And Spain had given so much 
overing the period from 1935 to 194: more to the Mexican heritage than most commentators 
seem willing to admit. The Indians had learned glass 
With an introduction by the critic blowing and leatherwork from the Spaniards. They 
had not known an upright loom until the Spaniards 
JUSTINO FERNANDEZ eame. They had never seen a potter’s wheel. They had 
; no wool, no iron, no steel. Of eourse, before the arrival 
Limited to seventy-five numbered copie of the Europeans they already possessed the materials, 
the eves, and the aptitude to do wonders with pre- 
cious stones and with hummingbird feathers, and the 
- — . secrets of laequer were well known to those who lived 
For additional information, address: along the Pacific coast. The Indians were natural ar- 
tisans who would produce something worth while if 
Sra. MARGARITA OROZCO allowed to work leisurely, and they have never been 
the absolute imitators the Chinese artisans ean be to- 
IGNACIO MARISCAL 132 MEXICO, D. F day. They transform their models into shapes closer 
to their own heart's desire. The Indian imprint seems 
invariably left on every adoption from the Spanish 








— a As Thérése ealled our attention to a platter de- 
corated inside and out with stylized deer and wild 
ROOSEVELT COLLEGE flowers, the proprietress began to believe in our sin 
cerity and thawed. ‘‘Done with affeetion—’’ she echoed 
Boarding, Half-Boarding her mother—’’ as T see vou do observe.’’ 
Davy School ‘‘Tfere, it must be like working in the Garden of 
Incorporated. Eden,’’ Wagus said, glancing toward the patio. 

The proprietress smiled. ‘Yes, for the pure joy 
of working, and of course for the livelihood—but with- 
out serpents——or men.’’ She laughed as Paxinou laugh- 
COMMERCIAL, NIGHT ed for Pilar. ‘‘But in Mexico we don’t distort produe- 

COURSES FOR EM- tion into an ideal of existence, as we hear Americans 
PLOYEES do. Craft-work is not labor in the Ameriean sense, 

but pleasure.’’ 
Now in our new building: ‘And when the work is enjoyed, as it is here, the 
Chiapas 95, Tel. 11-00-81 worker is more than doubly paid,’’ Hoagland said sen- 
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She looked as if such a sentiment seemed strange 
indeed coming from an American. 
**Jlow long can you keep it up 
way ol producing art ‘ 


** J asked. ‘* Your 


The woman suddenly seemed to lose her at 


the tu 
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I turned to the old lady 
You are really la 


it 


ein her own house, which had come to her 


‘So this is your house ‘ 
propietaria ?”’ 

La Se hora de la This de la That nodded her head, 
straightened her bent neck, and visibly became several 
inches taller. ‘*Sf 1 


la pore 


. senor.’’ she said gravely “Vo SON 
pietaria.’’ 

The five of us shook hands with the two of them. 
As f raised the old lady’s wrinkled dry hand to my 
lips, T eaught an exchange of between the 
daughter and Sefer Sanchez. It was not about the 


I think it concerned a eomrcrission on 


glanees 


hand-kissing 
sales 
Driving away, IT wondered about the common 
wealth of the future in Mexico. What cvoule it be? 
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of ambition, they would sleep well, with good diges- 
tions of their rude and simple fare. Relaxed, they 
breathed in the cooling air of evening, and then be 
fan going within doors, seemingly with quiet hearts 
and minds untouched by the turmoil of the great outer 
world. At a corner where our ear turned into the road 
that led to the Vasco de Quiroga, two Indian yvoutt 
were entertaining a group by singing 
song, in a minor key. It was about a 
more knew happiness after he for 
bringing for the city’s glittering 

I thought of Thoreau and his « 
his blessings ‘l am staircased that 
me so rich.’’ he wrote. ‘‘even wit! 
stores t ds but a few wisps « 
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even hevond Thorea In the book of 
instinctively knew something that Thoreau 


learn the hard way, by renouncing eivilization 


Morelia 

Continued from page 10 
and half destroyed, its population was cut from twe nts 
thousand to three thousand, largely due to the barba 
rie cruelty of the Spanish commander Trujille, sent 
to root out the rebels. 

We visited the birthplace of Morelos, on the Cate 
de Morelos in the City of Morelos, and wet » astonished 
to find it a fine mansion We had understood that 
Morelos was the son of a poor earpenter living in a 
squalid section of the town. True, they in formed us 
it so hapye ned that the Senora 


surprised in the pangs of ehilabirth while passing this 


Dona Juana Pavon was 
house and was brought in. where she bore the future 
Liberator! 
lustrious Morelos! Immortal Hero! Tn this house, hor 
Morelia 


salute vou This house is now fo omuseuwt anadast 


The inseription on the doorway reads: ‘' 1) 


ored by thy presence, the grateful people 
the pation eomperable a 


of Guadalupe in religt 


Not so far distant, on the Calle de Iturbide. 1 dis 
‘Agustin cle Iturbide Liber 


ot, 404. 


covered an inseription 

ator of Mexico, was born in this house, Sept 
It Savs nothine about his being Iturbide First Empe 
ror of Mexico, the first also of a lone line of counter 


revolutionists. who practieally nullified temporarily 
all the aims for which Morelos gave his life. and whe 
would have duplicated Spain’s reeord of tyranny, had 
net a counter-counterrevolution brought to the fore a 
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still greater usurper of tyrannical power, Santa Anna. 
This memorializing of the tyrant Iturbide in Morelos’ 
town has no doubt been subject to many a wrangle. 
And finally—I found no inseription—Lazaro Cardenas 
dwelt in this town and ruled this state of Michoacan, 
as its governor, until he was elected President of the 
Republie, in 1954, 

I reeall still another Morelia, seen in a totally 
different mood and tempo. It was on the distemper 
ed oceasion of my first visit to his eapital of Michoa- 
ean. For the past twelve hours T had been the motor 
guest of a Mexico City official, his wife and small boy, 
Pancho. We had set out from La Capital on All 
Saints’ Eve, to spend the brace of Holy Days. Although 
officially well into the *‘dry season,’’ it was still rain 
ing hard after several days, and all through the after- 
neon and the black night that followed we plowed our 
way into the nests of gorgeous mountains and danger- 
our passes, arriving within sight of Morelia sometime 
past midnight, ravenously hungry and nervously tired 
to the point of exhaustion, Fortunately, we had en 
gaged our rooms ahead. 

The city was both impressive and majestic, I 
thought, with a laequer sheen of still-falling rain poli- 
shing pavement and palaces, the long row of globu 
lar street lamps glimmeringly reflected, the towers of 
the cathedral and other churches disappearing into 
the murky canopy of the night. My verdict was, 
“Charming!’’ right up to the moment of our arrival 
in front of our Hotel Grande. It was closed as tight 
as a drum, Spanish style, as indeed was the entire city, 
which we had searcely noticed in our tired ecstasy, 
Every colonial house in New Spain was built like a 
medieval castle, for very excellent military reasons not 
to be too lightly disregarded even in this day. Iluge 
spike-studded doors were swung to at a given hour 
and secured by crossbars and wrought-iron pins. Pres 
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to! The world was effectually shut out and kept out 
for the rest of the night. Vows, entreaties, curses 
availed one little. We tried them all. Our assault was 
interrupted by the intervention of the sereno. The 
sereno was another survival of oldest Spain Former 
ly, he was the night watchman of a street who wa ked 
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clouds of mosquitoes that viciously resented our in- 
trusion, and an army of fleas—for which Morelia is 
famous—easily eluding our counter attacks. We shu 
ourselves up in the stuffy car in vain. Cold pierced 
our marrow and cramped our bones, but our skin re 





mained sensitive to the sting of insects, the softest 


padding seemed to bore holes through our ears and 





head as we aint) ueht to rest them here and there, 


the cows moaned an ooed, the odors, became violent 


in their assaults, til at the break of day we all de 


elared ourse the car 
irving to tal } Kel iw eramp ut of our 


bodic Ss 


It was All Saints’ ! The sun was rising, the 
ehureh bells were ringing. Iu | 


ndreds of undersized 
2a 
Indians, the 


most part barefoot, the 
men wearing sandals, were coming into town trom 


the mountains, most of them paying a visit to the 
church on their way to the market. We were halted 
and narrowly averted an accident when a donkey foal 
with a ludicrously thick coat ran suddenly away from 


its mother, the whole train of charcoal-loaded animals 
following, their Indian drivers yelling and pushing 


in vain. Our Hotel Grande was open and smilingly 
The land that offers what 


received us and provided a bountiful breakfast, the 
Gan een ——— chief dish being frijoles, of which young Pancho ate 
and enjoyme ae a - . : : 
JOY’ two dishfuls in preference to oatmeal. We dropped in 

, at the cathedral a few moments and then went 

Exotic customs and beautiful surrcundings, sunshine, Pi ae the hill ll Bes 
: 1 1 oul a r\ . M1} ‘ : ‘ ] 
music, color, comfort and hos;itality! Where the pekhe J Over the AMIS and rar awa) 
modern and the old set up beautiful contrasts and JOICINe 

life seems to move leisurely 


actually re- 





Come over its completely paved Highwovs ol Artista 
magnificent scenery and drive tree of care by using ee 
MEXOLINA, the new high octane anti-knock gosoline " 


Z = ! 
especially intended for tne motorists who demand i, Attention . 
the beet 4 





Winsor & Newton 
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Mail the coupo: below today and join free ol é colors. Artists 
charge the Pemex Travei Club, and write for any Supplies 
information desired 


ENJOY !1rE VACATIONING IN MEXICO HORR Y CHOPERENA, SUCS., S. A. 


Av F. |. Medero 40 
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PEMEX TRAVEL CLUB rien mema i s§ Cc A a E Ss ? — ——__ 


Ave. Juarez 89, Mexico City, Mexico. 


Please send me your complimentary NO! DON’T BUY ONLY SCALES 
motor travel material on Mexico, as well z . 

ze your free Club membership an’ car A study of your Weighing Problem 
is free. 


MEXICANOS MENDOZA Y TOMLINSON 


Calzada del Nino Perdido 16, 3rd. floor 


PROVEEDOR DE INDUSTRIAS, S. A. 
Torreon, Coahuila 























Importation of Mattresses 
is PROHIBITED. CALWAY, 


Ladies’ Ready to Wear 
at its PLANT IN MEXICO. builds 
of finest materials and perfect 
workmanship the aristo- 


cratic Calway inner bet z ie e 
spring Mattresses. A Po t a] & & 
~*~. 


Hand-Painted Skirts, Blouses. 








Genuine French Perfumes. 


assortment of | Londres 114 


Box-Springs and to the right side of the Hotel Geneve. 
Mattresses at 


Mexico, D. F. 
MADERO 70 & LETRAN 39 
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IF BUILDING IS YOUR PROBLEM 
WE CAN HELP YOU SOLVE IT. 


ENTRUST US WITH THE TASK OF 
SUPPLYING ALL YOUR NEEDS IN 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


STRUCTURAL METALS, HARDWARE, MECHANICAL 
EQUIPMENT and BATHROOM FIXTURES 
on a positive guarantee that our prices 


are the lowest in the city. 


Our clientele includes some of the city’s leading Architects, 
Contractors and Building Engineers, whom we are proud to 


offer as our reference. 


WE ARE AUTHORIZED AGENTS for “DELHER” and “SANITARIOS 
EL AGUILA” BATHROOM EQUIPMENT. 


We handle first quality. 


materials exclusively. 


PROVEEDORA B.Y.C. 


S. de R. L. de C. V. 
MONCLOVA No. 56 MEXICO, D. F. TEL, 37-49-28 


Phone us, and our representative will call immediately, without 


obligation on your part. 
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FACING THE SEA AND AN ENCHANTING BATHING BEACH 
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Transportes “Monterrey- 
Cadereyta-Reynosa”. 


S. C. L, 


FIRST and SECOND CLASS SERVICE. | 
MIXED and EXPRESS 


Offer the Best Continuous Service 
in Northeastern Mexico —along the 


route of Monterrey— Matamoros. 


OUR EXCELLENT CARS 
ASSURE ALL THE MODERN 
COMFORTS OF TRAVEL. 
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Out of Touch With Things . . . 
Continued from page 12 

down and watch the waves come in down the beach, 
and enjoy himself until he died. Then they would 
put candles by his head and feet and, since there was 
no priest, an old woman would get up and wail out 
the chants and all the family would join in. Then 
they would take him out beyond town a little way 
and bury him. They would put a little wooden cross 
trimmed with colored paper at his head with flowers 
alongside and then they would go away. After a while 
the flowers would wilt and the paper on the cross 
would bleach white with the sun and come away and 
then the little cross would fall to pieces and disap- 
pear. And that as that. But the sun was still shining 
as beautifully as ever and it was all right, 

These people were very fine. They were always 
enjoying themselves and never bothering about any- 
thing, except women and fights. They were always 
laughing over one thing or another and everybody 
slept well and nobody was nervous. When a stranger 
came to town they gave him all the food he could 
eat and for nothing. This was natural, there 
was no road to the town and few strangers came that 
way 


since 


I know how the people in that town would be 
thought of by other people. One man would say, ** Just 
look at these dumb bastards. How could anyone stand 
to live in such a hole, all dirty and with nothing to 
Why don’t they go crazy? What in hell do they 
think of? How do they get along without cold beer? 
For Christ’s sake, haven’t they got any ambition? 
Why don’t they improvements around 
here?”’ 


do ? 


make some 

Another man would say, ‘‘These poor men and 
women are wasting their life, what with no steady 
religion and no organized inner life. They need a 
church and a Sunday School. And the little children 
should be made to wear clothes.’’ 

Another man would say, ‘‘Ilow romantie and ar- 
tistic these people are! They have consciously thought 
this life out for themselves; they have rejected the 
bad, and taken the good of life; therefore, everything 
they do is right and everything we do is wrong; they 
are primitives and we are degenerates.”’ 

Another man would say, ‘‘These people have ne- 
ver been given an opportunity. They have never had 
a chance to rise. No-one is helping them and it is not 
their fault that they are as they are. Someone should 
give them schools and hospitals and money and _ bu- 
siness to start them off, and then they would be just 
like everybody else.’’ Or another man would 
‘‘This group is the result of centuries of neglect and 
exploitation by the reactionary, bourgeois merchant 
group that maintains pressure to keep them chained 
to the capitalist cart 
and 


say, 


These poor people most be made 
¢lass-donscious indoctrinated with the Party’s 
eoncepts 

It is hard to decide on what is good for people 


There is no doubt about it; these fishermen were 


AKE SHOPPING A PLEASURE ar rue 
EXICAN FAIRYLAND.f HANDICRAFTS — 
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not very well off. Lut still they were better off than 
any other people that | had ever seen. 1 have to laugh 
every time | think of how well oft they were, all by 
themselves down the beach. 


We the Poor (and You Only You). . 

Continued from page 14 

plunbing, it is usually cluttered with odds and ends 
though the rest of the house is immaculate. A favorite 
economy among the poorer folk is toilet paper. News- 
paper will not go down the drain, so it goes into an 
overflowing box in the corner. But somebody always 
tries to put it down the drain, so there is a plumber’s 
bill that far outweighs the economy of toilet paper. 

This trial can be reduced to a minimum by using 
the bathhouses, which are everywhere and are usually 
a pleasure. Only a handful of Turkish baths cost more 
than two pesos, and some cost as little as 80 centavos 
Showers cost less. The rubber gets from one to two 
pesos for his massage. The price often includes use of 
a swimming pool. The conversation is free. 

After | was settled, | found a Chinese restaurant 
that served a dinner for 5 pesos so plentiful that in the 
evening all | wanted was a bowl of soup. I was a bit 
dizzy by that time anyhow from sampling the regional 
sweets on top of the malted-and-ice-creain debauch in 
MeAllen. Later I found other restaurants for 2 pesos 
and less. That night I passed up the two-peso seats 
in a movie house to sit in the 80-centavo gallery. These 
galleries usually have only huge cement steps like a 
stadium. The habitues spend what they save on sweets 
and oranges, letting the wrappers and peels fall where 
they may. 

Next day, when | walked into the steam room of a 
bath-house, I faced the delighted shouts of a friend J 
had known in Mexico City on a pre-war trip, That took 
eare of my next two nights. These people get together 
in the evenings on the street or in a home and talk 


LAYNE & BOWLER, Inc. 


Memphis, Tenn. 
Deep Well Pumps. 


ALLEN-—BRADLEY COMPANY 


Solenoid Motor Control 


HOSKINS MANUFACTURING CO. 
Electric Furnaces, Pyrometers, 


Chrome! Wire 
Representatives for Mexico City 


ELECTROMOTOR, S. A. 


Dolores No. 28, Mexico City 














BRASS 


Angles 
Round Bars 
Square Bars 
Hex Bars 
Polished Sheets, in 
Rolls & Sheets 
Wire, Half Hard & Spring 
Pipe Fittings 
Rectangular Bar 
Riverts 
Tubing, Round and Square 


For better prices 
and 
for the best service 
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Mesones No. 33 Apartado No. 7304 
12-77-72 — 35-02-32 














FINE BOOK BINDING 


All classes of Art Leather Work 


on Books or Cases. 
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AMBULANCE SERVICE 


The most delicate patient can be transferred in complete 
comfort and security. 
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HOTEL DE LAS AMERICAS 
Acapulco, Mexico 


“The Finest Resort in thousands 
of miles along the Pacific’’ 


Wonderful Food and Service 
World's Finest Fishing 
Olympic Salt Water Swimming Pool. 
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RESTAURANT - NIGHT CLUB 


is the most romantic spot in Acapulco.. 
Dance on and underneath the stars... 
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Tel. 10-01-04 
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with 
moment. 


and laugh without letup for hours. Somebody 
a guitar may start off with ‘‘Tu’’ at any 
The streets teem with a life that we know only in a 
few foreign sections of our cities and in some villages 
There is often drinking but by no 
means who has lived in Mexico for 
any time will meet friends wherever he goes, for they 
take advantage of the cheap transportation and the 
hospitality of their numerous and widely seattered 

itives. In Aguascalientes Leon I 


Saturday night 


Ons 
always. Anyone 


friends and rel: and 


also ran into 

I had anticipated spending 
eatching up on movies, but | ly two on the 
trip. ‘‘Nosotros los Pobres’’ (We the vor) and ‘*Us 
tedes los Ricos’’ (You the Rieh re playing every 
place from Reynosa to Mexico City. **We the Pov 
produced more than a successful it 
followed by the 


an 


friends 
my lonesome evenings 


Saw 


! 


year ago, was so 
was immediate] l\ the 
bracketed bill is playing return engagements 
sidered going, but when I saw the stil a grieving 
mother in a upily svmpatheti« ildren, 1 


turned back to 


and ne 


sequel, 


ecirele of sit 


the street 


In Aguasealientes | 
Pesos, in Leon a room Ww 
but 
oom wit! 
a bathre 
Nothing much \ 


ya an inside 
eight for ge 
looking the 
fixtures wit! 


the re it was 


In Leon T was 


side street 


chid 
but 


with or 


orked 


acted by the cleanli a 
ed the ‘*Californ * and 
a sign saying ‘‘Comida Corrida 1.30 pesos.’’ That 15 
and filling. The 
mio with his two t 
latives for a 
thought 
too, T 
vears 
eeps 


tle resta ant eal 


. 
eooked owner 


1 Ante 


his wife’s. re 


eent dinner 
had come di 


to play @n 


rucks 
couple or » feed SIX children SO 
he might as we run ay auran In 
met Pene. about his two 


in th 


Leon 
inisee 
e State 165 davs a vear. he k 

market for the 
Ile he 


ereat 
d ten 
pe nee 

it to 
ae 


open his o 


straw sombreros of arby San Frane 
other eou 
i “ee 0 
g the 
the square 
orange 
b in 
ifes ) 
aleoho \ 


cheap and 
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Most Mexican towns have that pattern of plaza, 
shops, and markets, which varies endlessly. Sometimes 
it can be exhausted in minutes, sometimes in days. A 
good pedestrian can kee pon walking and finding 
thing strange in regional 
ebody is 


sonie- 
sweets or foods. or open 


doors where son making something he may 


anywhere else in Mexico Live 
friendly curiosity 

The typical market 
but | found the Santiago market in 
of revelry and musie at 8:50 
antojitos the Me 
At the Aldar 


but people 


never set 


] 


Spore 
spond 


rybody re 
s toa 
closes between two and seven, 
Leon a center 
Everybody was eating 


xican Indian dishes, or drinking so 


iain floor was barred 


as on the bal 


rket the n 
in ! fond 

unt had 
and bla 


and eat 


das. na ma 
eating 


of which twelve by actu: 


were eony, 


When 


at onee, the effect 


juke boxes 


all of them were lit up ring 
Was tonie on both eve 

Nearly every night on my 
the markets or 

Pozole, 

YO centavos and tamales, tacos, 
atole, the foods with 
vos. T usually bre 
rious fruit ng a 
and the 
tomato stuffed 
D0 eentavos 


trip I ate antojitos in 
ficult to eat a 
a soup of hominy and pork, 


gorditas, 


streets. It was dif 


peso’s worth, was 
tostados. and 
averaged 10 centa- 
akfasted on frnits. Mameys, that eu 
nut-like husk and red or orange 
. Whieh looks like a 
sold for 


5 guavas, 


a eorn hase. 


meat, black sapote 
with axle 
Pyramids of 
oranges sold for 

Leon had a fiesta, the 
is diffieult to write anything about 
mentioned these brown hig-eved children who hehave 
better than their self-styled betters. From 
until dusk they came to the church of Guadalu 
their 


foods 


green 
10 to 
bananas, or 


grease, 
2 to 
20 centavos 


from 


inditos. It 
Mexieo without 


blessing of the 


so much 
1] acm 
pe wearing 
of eolorful 


fiesta costumes and 
Five one-minute 


earrying trays 
photographers in 
the churehyard did a production-line business. All 
day, Indians in what they imagined to be Aztee cos 
tume, danced in front of the ehureh. At dusk, girls in 
their hbeguiled hy the pretty eustom, began ¢o- 
ming in freshly ironed costumes and earrying trays of 
fruit, making the their tiny feet 
I’m sure the priests might be pardoned if they put a 
little extra unction into their twilight benisons 
Celaya had One great 
and proeession other had 
where Indians per 
bles lined the side- 
antojitos’’ and sweets 
Mexico 
Poor”? and a 
ing spent around 100 pesos 
tion and slightly more than 200 


teens, 


pilgrimage in bare 


two fiestas 
followed hy fireworks The 
six platforms in the chureh vard 
formed danees and folk plays. Ta 
walks for bloeks selling ** 

I stepped 


was a mass 


face 


inke box 


from my bus in 
advertising ‘*‘We the 
Tu Solo Tu.” hav 


for transporta 


Citv to 
a poster 
plaving ** 


for other 
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“EL INCENDIO ” 


where you will find the finest 


and areatest assortment or 


MEXICAN CURIOS 


with a special emphasis on 
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COSTUMES and SAFAPzS OF EVERY TYPE 


Haand-tooled leather, 
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“4 ° expenses—about $35 in 18 days, exclusive of the dol- 
Office Furniture lars spent north of the border, 


My most memorable good times in Mexico have 
nearly all come when | had the least money. The poor 
are afflicted with about everything you could mention 
except despair, but their ‘‘antojitos’’ are so good they 
sometimes dull my sympathy. | want to see the people 
lifted out of their centuries-old morass of poverty and 
superstition by education and improved production, 
but I hope that in the process they retain as much as 
possible of their simplicity, camaraderie, ‘‘antojitos,’’ 
love of song, and easy capacity for enjoyment. 


Un Poco de Todo 

Continued from page 31 

Latin America in American seho« the report says, 
although they are easily available at trifling cost. 

To correct these conditions, the report recommends 
that schools pay far attention to Latin America 
than they do now rg hat in each sehoo! study- 
liseussion groups of teachers under competent leaders 
be organized to explore inter-American edueation. It 
proposes further that the Board of Edueation in eol- 
laboration with the United States Department of State 
should send more teachers to observe and participate 
in edueational and loeal work in Latin America. 

Community interest would be stimulated by means 
of an expanded course of study on Latin Ameriea in 
schools and by the establishment of Latin-Ameriean 
eourses for adults in evening schools and eommunity 


THE BACKGROUND OF SUCCESS 

Make your office the proper background of your business and 
yourself. You invite success when you work in inspiring 
surroundings... We offer the best office furniture that money 
can buy—at prices that are not higher than you pay for the | 

ordinary kind. To clothes 1d. 
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For Wedding Banquets, Dances, 
Coming-out Parties, Celebrations, 
Conventions or Lectures 


MODESTO GUTIERREZ DIAZ 


offers the Capital’s society the 
sumptuous, elegant and spacious 


SALON AZUL Y ORO 


of the 
Club Hispano Mexicano 
with a capacity for one thousand, five hundred diners 


or a thousand dancing couples. Equipped with a modern 
Sound System and a splendid parquet dance floor. 
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INVALUABLE FOR YOUR 
REFERENCE LIBRARY 
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The Club Hispano Mexicano 


includes, moreover, the most modern and elegant BOWL- 
ING COURTS in Latin America (14 Brunswick alleys). 
as well as ball-courts for the gumes of Pasabolo and 
Bolos de Palma. a beautiful out-door swimming pool, 
and a splendid Restaurant, offering an exquisite daily 
table d’ kote service at the extremely low charge of 
$4.50. and a special menu for Sundays ead 
festiv- days at $7.90. 





Complete annual sets. 
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maroon fabricoid coves 


| 
30.00 pesos in Mexico; 6 dollars | 
in U.S. A., Post prepaid ; 


We will Ue very happy to suomit our 
estimcie for any banquet or party you 
may be planning, without obligation 
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Going to. Mexico? 


Seasoned travelers say: 


“The dependable way to travel is by train 


There is no question about departure or arrival—the weathers always 
ind Mexico's steep mountain grade 


in 


ine aboard an air conditioned Pullman 
and plateau levels are all the same to the big new Diesels which are mainta 
ing an all-time ‘on time’ record 

ew thrills imazing Changes of 
clese to vour eyes and as far as vou can see. You can marvel at it 


completely relaxed cared 


Aboard a train, each mile brings n 


it fully, bec»xuse you ‘re unconfined 


world's best tcavel experts—courteous train and diner crew 


Travel to ‘air-conditioned’ Mexico City in Pullman 


or deluxe-coach air conditioned comfort 
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F. Alatorre O.G. de Velasco 

General Agent Assistant to Passenger Traffic Mgr 
2401 Transit Tower Bolivar 19, 

San Antonio, Texas Mexico City, D. F 











Faaypemenr a Pttris depuus 1825 


68- AV. DES CHAMPS ELYSEES 
2-PLACE VENDOME * PARIS: 


PERFUMES IMPORTADOS, S A 
Niagere, 7-A México, DF 





